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]luL OJJJllL JJI-- J:luL "(J1:tupJ" * 
By Dixie Tighe 

T Il [ HE is another link today 
hetwcc'n the J oseph Conrad 

L ibran' of the Seamen's Church 
In.tilt'tc of Kew York and the 
aUlhor fo r Wh0111 this sailors' shore 
libra!'\' was named . 
Th~ " link " is thc round brass port 

with it- inch thick glass " light," 
6 incllt- ill diameter, taken from the 
side (Ii the captai n' s cabin of the 
iron barqne O/lIqo . whi ch wa. C01ll

manded by J o,;eph Conrad in 1888. 
The O/tI[!O was hi s only command. 

\ \'e ,aw the porthole yesterday in 
the J oseph Conrad Library. It does 
not 1(10).; its age and is as hear), and 
shiny rt porthole a. ever we have 
secn. 

* * * 
The I,orthole is a gift to the li

bran' from Alan Vi lli ers, the author 
of "-The Cruise of the Conrad." It 
was when Yilliers was sailing the 
JosePh COllrad and was in ~lel
bourne. Australia, that he was given 
the relic 0 f the author's famolls 
squarerigger. 

It was presented to him by ~Ir . 
J. M. T . Butler of Hobart, Tas
mania. who took it from the Otago 
whel1 her coal-hulk days were oyer 
and . he \I'as grounded in the River 
Derwent. 

'-ill iers brought the reli c home 
with him in his ship- which means 
that the brass port a ftcr sailing prob
abh- a million milcs in the Otago 
made a last wind-driven voyag-c 0 f 
25.000 mi l ~s to its new home. 

* * * 
Unhappily, we clon't know the 

Photo by Leroy Cates 
The Port of the "Otago" 

million-mile itinerary that the port 
made in the 0 tago but we can tell 
you something of the voyage it made 
\\'ith Villiers in hi s squarerigger. 

From ~lelbourn e the] os(' I'll C 0 11-

,'ad with the famou port on hoard, 
sailed to :\.uckland, )J. Z., thcn to 
New Guinea; from therc she beat 
from Samari to Lord H owc ISland, 
on to Tahi ti and hornc to ~. Y. 
directly from Papecte, this last run 
taking 100 clays. 

.\lan Villiers saw the Otago fre
quently when h(' was a newspaper 
man in Tasmania ome years ago, 
and hc dcscribes Ilcr as "a swcet and 
able lit tie vessel. wi th bcauti f ul 
linc,;- just . uch a li ttlc ship a. Con
rad would hav(' 100·('d." 

Thev aren 't su rc yet just where 
tIl(' hr~ss port \\·i ll ha;,g, maybc oyer 
the door to the library, maybe 00 
thc wall opposite the figurehead of 
Conrad. (Coi/ lillil cd 011 POfiC 10 ) 

• Rt:jlc inll·d fr0111 The !\C\\· York Post, ~[ay 18. 1937. 



.5hi/J- rnodJl~ * 
By Hendrik Willem van Loon 

W E build ?t1rseln: ship models ' I 
and so d!(1 our ancestors, 13m 1\'1.1 cach othL'r to see whl) could 

tl,lC l11utl\'CS that inspire u' arc yer\' turn ()~lt thc , best-looking and 1ll0 ' t 
different. The Roman who cros ed cxpen511'(' shIp 1110(lel. 
from the 1110uth of the ScheIdt to the Thu~e little ships, of course, were 
c~ast of England wa so profoundly cxc,eedl:1gly ~ragile, :\11 but a very 
glateful when, once 111ore, he et fell hal e pen shed hundreds of years 
foot on rlry Jan(1. that he w('nt to ago" \ few lucky ones have ~caped 
the lleare t pottery and ordcrecl hil1l- the el'er-present l11enace of the \'an-
;;eJ f a cl~y lll,oclcl of the Y('ssel that clal and the, oll\'cnir-hunter , ThL'v 
had carned hlln across the turbulel1t al.'e now among th most trL'a~ured 

I 
pIece of our museUJll " 

oce,an an( he dedicated it to the Of I 
DeIty who looked after the welfare a most equal importance were 
of ,the local fishermen, toget her with the 1110,dels built for the ellgineer~ of 
a lIberal largesse in coin of the realm the shIpyard of the 17th and 18th 
fOl,the k f CcnturJC', It wa an era \\"1lL'll tIle 

up 'eep 0 her hrine I I H 'd 0 ' W 10 e of our planet was heinO' di -
It. e 'I~! ," of" or "Oh, la-Ia I"~ or I I , .... 

Eheu" or whatever a seasick Ro- cO\'ere( ))' the leading maritime 
ma I pOI\'ers of Europe, It lI'as tIl" acre 

n ~<Il( on uch occasions, and lIe I ' ~ ,., 
I I

, w 1en JU tone 1110re ,!! L1n Oll 011" filIal 
prom I e( 1ll11sel f that if eyel' lIe II ,,~ 
lV,ere fc:rtul1~te enough to I'eturn to ga can would set tI c t he fortune of 
hIS 11at t I an entire continent. The, l)a lll'al'(ls 

, , Il'e CI y Ie would <TO t tl Te I f P' ,,0 Ie and Portuguese staned it. Thel' in 
"l11l~ e 0 ose~don and present that t 

dllPPlllg ' ov('r~lgn oi the deep with urn lI'ere depriw:cl of their ]1,;\\,cr 
a marble rephca of th barl)al'J'al1 hI' the Dutch, The Dutch were dc-

I I 
feated by the Eng·lish and the Frellcl1 

SCOIV t lat lad been his h0111e f01' so I .> 
f

a so suffered a similar fate, -rIle 
many unC0111 ortable days, , _ number 0 f ships that IV IT hl'in fT 

ur COUSIll of the -:\Iiddle \,re' I 'I ' ,., 
althoug:h they had learned a' Irrti~ )UI t III tho, e days Jllust han' hee;1 
sOlllethl11g about the use oi the COlll- out of all proportion to the izl' of 
pa s and the log, were just as much the c~untries that produced them 
at the mercy of the tide and the an~1 p~lJd for their upkeep, Hut whl'll 
storm, and they too, ere the" un<ler- IlLP' were the beginning and the 
took any "oyage of il11portm;ce, were end of a country's pro~peritl', that 
apt to country would turn its for<:"h into 
" pro~l1Jse some particular pat ron I k sal~lt (Samt Nicholas to this dav has pan s and its pea, ants into <lilors, 
sUI\'~I'~d ,as ,uch, among the, taunch regardles - of the CllIISl'ljut'nn',;, 
CalvllllstJC , kipper of the I ' Tlen~e a golden clay for thl' n'lI'al 
I and) " " ~O\\ arcl,lltect. He could build alld e,'\-
-, s a nIce httle shlJ) J11 return 

fOl, ,a comfortable and safe trip, The penment and change and grope 
~llJshecl product was then depo, ited around for llew form- to hi" heart's 
III the ,chllrcl~ of the old home tuwn content. For he was up against a 
a~ld" Slllce rll'a ln' is one oi Illan- problem that ne"l'r faces his modern 
kllld s mo, t besetting sins, the differ- collt:agucs, ~ Te had no deccnt har-
ent traveler were soon ,hors at hi chsposal. He had to rely 
___ , _ - compel Illg upon open harbors witham break-
* Rrpnnted from the "Americall ColIl'ctor" J ?7 - , author. ' une - , 193J, by speCIal penni sioH I)f the 
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Iya er" , And "ery shallow one- at 
that. offering no space for manoeu
nillg , He had to make his ships as 
hea\')' as po sible, for hi employers, 
their lordships of the Admiralty, 
thought of naval engagements in 
term, 0 f the weight of the actual 
iron cannon-balls that one squadron 
could fire at another in a given l1l1111-

her oi minutes, 
The na\'al architect therefore was 

con,tamly weighing and measuring, 
".I n"t hOll' heavy can 1 make my ves
sel::- Til carry the utmost number of 
gUlb witholit making them so heavy 
that they cannot enter or leal'e our 
pons ~" 

Spetd, of course, also entered into 
hi" calculations, and there he de
pended almost entirely upon the 
shape of the hull. for the rigging 
seemed to have reached its height of 
perfection, like the modern locomo
tive, 

The 17th Century, especially when 
the big ships suddenly increased 
fr(lm an average maximum of 800 
ton, to one of 1800, made the naval 
expen~ pay pecial attention to thei r 
hulb and they welT foreyer working 
on small scale models, For those 
engineers did not work from blue
prinl:' a we do, They worked in 
large wooden halls where all the 
planks and beams were carefully 
laid out according to a general plan, 
painted black on white on the walls, 
And for that general plan the bosses 
and j"remen needed , omething con
crete and yi ible, hence the hulls 
that were prepared to give them 
guidance, The rigging by then had 
beC(Jllle so completely a matter of 
tradition (sailors being the most con
servative of human being) that 
little attention wa paid to it. Every 
wated ront man could rig a hip, jll ' t 
a, we hoy, who spent our days 
alnng the shore of the North Sea, 
could turn an old wooden shoe into 

DrO'Zv;ll{/ b)' Hc"drik 'v. 't'QIl Lo()u 

Shi p Model Suspended From 
Church Roof, A,D, I bOO 

anything from a barkentine to a 
sloop without one faulty rope or 
spa!'. Those old models have sur
viyed in greater quanti tie than the 
tinv yes els dedicated to the Saints 
of "Hea\'en, But now, too, most of 
the better presen-ed ones have found 
their way to our ml1. eums and pri
vate collections, 

The only category that remains 
(more or Ie s) at the disposal of the 
amateur are the "sailors' ships," Li fe 
on board an old sailing vessel was 
incredibly dull. monotonous and tedi
ous, And the sailor had no tools ex
cept his knife with which he split 
his rope and ate his lobscous and cut 
his initial across the face of a mate 
he happened to dislike, Out of this 
strange combination of boredom and 
a \'ersatile pocket -kni fe, we got tens 
of thousands of ships, big ones and 
small ones, careful ones and shoddy 
ones, excellent replicas of the vessel 
of which the sailor had been an in
mate and dread ful caricatures of 
bottoms that bore about as much re
lationship to the object they were 
upposed to represent as my own 

efforts within the field of drawing 
horses and dogs, 
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A Scene in the Institute's 
Ship. Modelling Class 

Came the c1a~' that we redi 'covered 
a lot of things that had heen com
pletely forgotten during the early 
d.ays of the great incJu. trial revo!tl
tlOn, which had red uced all Ii fe to 
horsepower and profit. . \ nd ud
denly. when practically all sailing 
vessels had disappeared from the 
surface of the sea. we realized that 
~ great deal of beauty had been lost 
In th.e warfare between man and 
machll1e. VYe could no longer watch 
a five-mastel' trying to outrun a 
st?rlll .under full sail. Or as much 
saIL as Its master dared to hoist. But 
we could at least have a little five
master on Our own mantle-piece. 
And so our grandparent and Our 
fa~her and uncles beaan to collect 
shIp models and the luckv ones and 
those who knew the tricks of the 
t:ade laid their hands upon ome 
ng-ht noble specimens 0 f the old 
naval architects' art. 

Then the indu trial revolution 
reached its peak in the era of the 
~Teat prosperity. Morals, manners, 
lIltegnty, an appropriate sense of 
tile eternal balance of thing went 
cheerfully by the boards (and not 

only th.e Boards of Directors). 
Everythll1g had to be exploited for 
all the traffic would bear. Harmless 
?Id past.imes like autograph collect
IIlg, ~hlp-moelel collecting, stamp 
collectllw, they all of them became 
rackets. Every man was entitled to 
everything according to the new 
coele of happiness. It was un fair 
that only a few of us should own 
and enjoy ship models. Every 
garage must have two car~ and e\'ery 
house must be provided WIth a dozen 
genuine ship model. Even if the 
proud owner did not know a Chinese 
junk from a Zanzibar dhow the 
ship must be there on the m~ntle
piece of the dining room $0 that the 
lord of the mansion, pointina to a 
Holland "Aute." could ca uaUy re
mark, "See that Tew Bedford 
whaler? That was the one of which 
my grandfather was captain in the 
year 1852 !" 
• Of course, supply followed demand 
The industriou German began to mak~ 
hIps by the thousands and a few years 

later the J apancse began to cop" thcm by 
the huudreds of thousands. Tl;e German 
product was bad enough, but at ka:t it 
had some respect for tradition and stuck 
with more or Ie 5 fidelitv to a certain 
definite type of ship without mixing 14th 
Century galleys with the men-of·war of 
N elson's day. But the ] apanc:e. who 
have never yet copied a thing without 
maklllg a mes of it, recognized no laws 
or rule or regulations. ] ust as they 
killed our old love for little J apancse 
gardens by dumping millions oi cheap 
substitutes U~OIl the market, so thcy are 
now threatenlllg to kill the love ior ' hip 
model by Aoating their vast ,quad ron of 
dreadful little caricature. that are offered 
to a.n indiscriminate and undiscriminating 
publIC under tbe name of ancient -hip 
models. 

But, when I come to think oi it, the 
harm they can do is really not so appalling 
as It would appear at first sight. .\ love\ 
for the really good and beautiful things 
of life i not and never has been and 
probably never can be a mas '-product. 
In matters of taste and a fine sensitiveness 
for the di fferences between the good and 
the almost-good. the indivicIual will alwavs 
rule supreme. . 
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}JlfJJ1L Undainuu:l tBmpPlf/Jl * 
By John McClain 

SEAMEN lead a nomad's existence. 
Their personal belongings can 

usually be packed conveniently in a 
small suit case and in many cases a few 
items of clothing, a yellowed note, a 
tattered photograph, serve as the only 
means of identification in the case of 
death. By necessity sailors must be 
ready to pack up and depart on short 
notice. so there is neither time nor 
space to allow for such adornments as 
books. stationery, or even the few ar
ticles of a purely private and family 
nature which men in other walks of 
life would keep with them. 

As a result, philanthropiC institutions 
dedicated to the welfare of seagoing 
men are over-cautious in the matter of 
handling sailors' effects. Belongings 
left behind are watched over, held for 
a reasonable length of time, and finally 
filed away, in the belief that at some 
future day the owner may appear to 
reclaim them. In most cases this care 
is fruitless. The articles are worthless, 
the seaman is dead, or has long forgot
ten where he left them. But in rare in
stances, in enough instances to justify 
the entire practice, these belongings 
serve a definite end. 

• 
Here is an example: 
From Mrs. Janet Roper, housemother 

and head of the missing seamen's 
bureau at the Seamen's Church Insti
tute oj New York, comes this stranger
than-fiction true story. A seaman wrote 
to her from a veteran's hospital in Cali
fornia. saying he had lost his memory 
from an injury on shipboard two years 
ago. He wrote: 

For the past two years I have been 
in a trance, not knowing what to do, 
not remembering anything about the 
past., about my relatives or any of my 
former life. "I:hen, last week, a big 
package of old magazines was sent to 
the hospital here, and among them 
there was one which contained an ar
ticle about you, Mrs. Roper. You have 
helped so many-and God bless you 
for it-and maybe you can also help 
me to find myself. When I saw the 
address. '25 South Street,' something 
came back to me. I believe I left a 
black leather suitcase in the baggage 
room, and in this bag were many photo
graphs and addresses of my family 
and friends. 

"Due to the fact that it is so long 
since I left those things there-in 

March, 1931, I think-I am not sure 
if you still have them in storage, but 
if so I would be the happiest man in 
the world to have them back here." 

It is customary for seamen to leave 
their baggage at the Institute with the 
understanding that after a year it will 
be moved to the unclaimed luggage 
room if they have not paid the checking 
charge of a penny a day or unless they 
have sent word asking that it be held 
for a longer period of time. Such un
claimed baggage is opened and all 
valuable documents, cash, receipts, 
photographs, references, etc., are filed 
away in a special locker, catalogued al
phabetically, subject to their owners' 
identification. A great deal of clothing 
is found and this is all fumigated or 
washed and distributed to needy sailor
men, an average of 700 such items being 
given out each month. 

On receiving this strange letter, Mrs. 
Roper went immediately to the locker 
and under the seaman's name found a 
photographic album and a bundle of 
letters and papers. These showed that 
the seaman had served as a corporal 
in the U. S . Army, that he had an 
honorable discharge and many letters 
from commanding officers of various 
units in which he had served, commend
ing him for "his fine conduct, dress, 
bearing and pleasing personality." 
Other references described him as "a 
thoroughly disciplined soldier, faithful 
and conscientious, and above the aver
age in his performance of duty." Photo
graphs of his family and of himself as 
a young boy, riding a bicycle, swimming 
with his sisters and brothers, around a 
Christmas tree, at the piano with his 
mother, on horseback with his father
all these will help to bring back his 
memory. 

Mrs. Roper has mailed the album to 
the seaman out in California, with this 
note: 

"I am sure when you receive the 
package that I am just mailing to you, 
you will realize that the age of 
miracles isn't past, as I found upon 
referring to our unclaimed baggage 
file that fortunately many of the things 
you mentioned in your letter have been 
saved. I hope that the letter and 
photographs will help you to refresh 
your memory still further in order that 
you may once more get in touch with 
your relatives." 

• Rt' printed from "On the Gangl,lank"-New York Evening Journal and American, July 6. 1937. 



]luL W~* 
By Guy Emery Shipler 

I was on my way \\'ay ior luncheun 
with the Re\·. ll aroldl'elley. able 

superilltendcnt of a church institu
tion which has done much to redecll1 
the ' hortcomi ngs 0 f humanity in raw 
deals ,,·ith Jndinn : and others: an 
organization which gives the "(,~lIllCl1 

of the world a chancc to li\'e like 
white mcn during their stays in the 
port o f ~ew York. If there is any 

frugal count ing o f his word". I l( llllt 

ing' III that onrad went :;n ia r as 
to note the number a f word" (In the 
margin . . -\ nd :\Iorley had been " f ru 

gal" enough to keep the original 
copy written ,,·hen Con rad ,,·a .. hi s 
guest a few year ago! Ch ris dllubt

less made a car eful copy of Conrad's 
cablegram and tore clown to the local 
Long I sland telegraph office to fi le 

finer church organization in the it. 

world than the Seamell's Chllrell Onc is struck by curious contra-ts 
I11stitllte 1 haven't henrd of it. I ha\'e between the Institute and its en-
never COlll e away frolll a \'i~it there 
without longing to take e\'e ry one 
to have a look at it. I am cOllvinced 
that all hOll ekeeper ollg-ht [0 pay 
it a visit jllst to se ",hat pick and 

pa n hOll sekeeping is . . \nc1 eve ry 
a rcl;itect should ee it to learn how 
a building hould be constructed. 
A nd-hut everybody ought to see it. 
\Vhat an appropriatcJy charllling 
place i it. Joseph Conrad 1 .ibrary! 
Th rough its talented librarian. }[iss 
A nn Conrow, I learned t hat seamen 
love to read biography. pro\'ing that 
they a re normal human heings .. \nd 
I got a genuine thrill when }Iiss 
Conrow showed me, with proper 
pride, a newly framed let ter from 
Christopher l\forl ey and an accol11-

panying copy of a cablegram writ
ten in the hand of the g reat Conrad. 
:Morley's COl11l11ents on the manu
script, which he presented to the li
brary, were characteristically al11us
ing. H e called attention to Conrad's 

"irons. In pite of the modernity o f 
the building there eems to cling 

about it a ll the tradition of the :;ca. 

J t i ' not difficult, as one look, nut 

on South Street, to ce "iyidly the 

bowsprits of the old schooners w hi ch 

once .. tretched acros that cun'ing 

thorough fa re along the waterf rnnt. 

If YOll gi\"e ear to YOllr imagination 

you can st ill hear the wind '''hipping 
thro ugh th rlgglllg. A long Front 

t reet, as you walk away un der the 

elevated, a strange conglomeration 

of little shops g ive off spicy fra

grances of th~ Orient and you would 

not be in the least surpri sed i lOUt 

of one of the quaint doorway 

stepped Conrad's Lord Jim hi m elf. 

A you emerge suddenly into Bat

tery Park, hedged about by Man hat
tan's skyscrapers, you say to your

elf . "How like New York! F rom 

Conrad's world into the hea rt of the 

machine age by crossing a street !" 
6 THE LOOKOUT SEPTEMBER 

fllll s /ra/io" by COllr/cs)' 0/ S cripps·}[own"l .... '"u·s!',,/',·,·''' 
\ Vh" i it that ~ew Yorkers 5el- pean ClUe in r ubber-neck ,,'ag-ons, 

- f . t ' tl ,'lnd have ne\'er done the same thing dom see the places 0 Jlll cres 111 le 
metropoli s? I suppose the percent- in Manhattan. 
a lfc of Xew Y orkers who have • Reprint"cl from "The Churchman ," July. 193 7. 

" yi siled the Seam ell'S Church IIISt1-
/Ilte would be so mall a ' to seem 
quite fan tastic i f it could be stated . 
I have spent 1110re than half 111y life 
in these parts, but I have never 
vi sited the Statue o f J .iilerty. never 
taken the trip around the island by 
boat never been in the Museum of 
the 'Citv o f ~ew York. I have 
jaunted - around innu111 rabl e Euro-

Please Note: 
Visitors are welcome on week

days, 9 A.M. to 4 P.M., Saturdays, 
9 A.M. to 12 Noon. To reach the 
Institute take any "L," or IRT 
(East o~ West side) Subway to 
South Ferry; or BMT Subway to 
Whitehall Street (South Ferry) 
and walk three blocks along South 
Street. Plenty of parking space 
for cars. 
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By Capt . Felix Riese nberg 

"A CGCST, lookout you mu. t," is part 
oi that old ,ca rhyme about \ \" e, t 

India hurricane,. 
So many eamcn today, especially thc 

youngcr mcn, have no conception of what 
a full force hurricanc can do to a ship. 
Steam and steel have driven across the 
oceans for many decades, regardless oi 
the wind, and a man nowaday ' may rUIl 
through the dangerous cas, during the 
hurricane month, and ncver get a touch 
of the busincss himself. He read about 
them, listens to storm warnings, and keeps 
right on, secure i), the idea that nothing 
by way of wind or wave can hurt him. 

A year ago I was bound south on board 
the C. Hal'risoll Smith, running into the 
last part of a hurricane. In the Straits of 
F 'lorida, we pa. sed the Dixie, caught on 
a red. The story is familiar and reflects 
credit on her master, so far as the han
dling of his ship is concerned, after the 
stranding. TO lives were lost and the 
ves el was re-floated , 
- A steamer today, fitted with radio, and 
with her engine.s ~vorking, has little ex
cu e for b~ing caught in the dangerous 
semi-circle of a twister. In fact a pru
dent man, after taking every precaution 
as to the security of his ship, on deck and 
below, will then do his utmost to steer 
as far away as possible, even to the point 
of running a thou, and miles out to sea 
while the danger passes. 

Being caught in na rrow waters, beset by 
swi it and unusual currents, for the tides 
of the sea arc affected by hurricane winds, 
is tempting fate. No matter how power
ful a steamer may be, there is always the 
chance of a breakdown at some danger
ous moment . A steamer without power 
is less safe than an old time wooden sailing 
craft. 

A master, in a safe harbor, i, justified 
in delaying his sailing if he has any rea
son to believe that going out will place 
him in the vicinity of a hurricane. Once 
out. it is his first duty to watch the 
weather and make certain that he has sea 
room , and that he knows the direction and 
rate of progress of the center. After that 
his course is only restricted by the prox
imity of land or sunken dangers: it is 
awa,· from the storm. 

The old rhyme is a'i follow 
June, too soon, 
July, stand by, 

(Rcil:rring to thc danger of \\'C,l India 
hurricanl·:'. ) 

Hi.;tory tells u ' some stirring storie,. 
Onc of the most terrific of \Ve t India 
hurricane. swept over tho"e seas in Sep
tember, 1782, a ccntury before Piddington, 
in his famous Hom Booll, gave directions 
for maneuvering a ship in a circular storm, 

lI .. ll.S. Ceil/aliI'. a. ship of the line, 
commanded by Captalll Inglefield, R~., 
had undergone a heavy hammering dur
ing the cC!.urse of Admiral Sir George 
Rodney's action against the Count de 
Grasse. She was ordered homc with a 
Rect, including a number of capture I 
ships. 

On the evening of September 16, 1782, 
the Ceil/aliI' was prepared for heavy 
weather. The main:<ail was reefed and 
set, the topgallant masts were struck, and 
the cro's jack yard wa. lowered to the 
netting. Toward midnight the hip be
gan to leak and all hands were turned-to 
to spell the pumps. Towards two in the 
morning the gale seemed to break: it 
had been severe. Soon. after much thun
der alid lightning from the S. E. with 
rain, it began to blow in trong guo t , the 
mainsail wa. hauled up and the ship rode 
under bare pole~. This was scarcely done 
when a gust of wind, of exceeding vio
lence, Jaid the ship on her beam ends. 

The water came up out of the hold and 
appear d in the 'tween decks, filling the 
men's hammocks to leeward. The ship 
lay motionless and Captain Inglefield gave 
orders to cut away the main and mizzen 
masts, and as this was done, the forema :;t 
and bowsprit al 0 went by the board. 

The ship immediately righted, hut with 
great violence and her action was so quick 
the people had difficulty in working the 
pumps. Three guns broke 100. e upon the 
main deck and several men were maimed 
in the attempt to secure them. Every 
movable object below was de. (royed: ,hot 
was thrown from the racks. The officers, 
who had left their berths naked when the 
ship first overset, had not an article oi 
clothing, nor cou.1d their friend supply 
them. All of the quarter deck gun were 
ho\'e overboard . The gun carriages. the 
anchors . all weighg were jettisoned . and 
after a week of terrific struggle, the ,hip 
foundering . . he was ahandoned. Fourteen 
days later Captain Inglefield in the single 
boat to be launched. brought his remnant 
of (h'ing men into FayaL .\ugust, lookout you mu t, 

Srptember, remember, 
October, all over. 

____ The dangers arc as great today. 
·Rrprint('c1 from thr ~alltic:ll (;:17\:.'ltt', Ang:n l t. 19.1t'i. 

a OJh.a., 1m- $NL ]JI.ainin.rJ- ll'- $ail * 
By Captain Alan Villie rs 

----~---~~~~--EDITOR' :\OTE: There is a feeling 
in many informed quarter that the train
ing received by youths seeking cafaring 
careers has become suft and illl:ffective 
since the decline of thc ailing ship a a 
training medium. Alan Villiers, noted 
sailor-author photographer and lecturer, 
voiced his ~pinion on the matter in no 
uncertain term April 23 at a luncheon 
meeting in hi honor at the Seamen's 
Church In titute which was largely at
tended by distinguished guest. 

In the course of his plea for the use 
of sailin~ ships as a practical and eco
nomical method of training American 
boys for seafaring careers, Captain Vil
liers earnestly recommended that Amer
ica enter a windjammer in the annual 
grain race from Australia to England, 
pointing out that as thi method pays 
under foreign flags it would also be of 
great benefit to the . \merican ~Ierchant 
Marine. In the course of his address, Cap
tain Villiers said: 

"It is not a nece sity for the modern 
steamship officer who can learn much of 
what he ordinarilv need. in academies 
ashore," he declared. "But the great Cape 
Horn sailing ship was and will always be 
one of the mo. t splendid cradles of man
hood of our day. not only for those des
tined for a sea career. It i a fact known 
to all who have served in such vessels 
that there is somehow an approach to the 
serious bU ' incs 'of living that is forced 
upon one there, that is otherwi e seem
ingly unattainable. I recOlllmend the use 
of a commercial ship for this purpose. I 
ce no rea on why the United States 

should not lead in this respect, in stead of 
lagging far behind. Few people real !ze 
that there are as many square-rrgged ,hlps 
uncler the American flag as there are 
under the flag of Finland. Yet there is 
not one sail-trained cadet available for 
the Merchant Service of thi country. 
You have the ships-the full-riggers 
Scvell Seas my own old JosePh COllrad. 
the TlIsitala: the Pacific Qllee" and other 
011 the Pacific Coast; the barque Aloha.
the four-ma ted barque Sca Clolld, You 
have the men to officer them, and can as 
ea ily make the men again as you did 
before. 

"There i nothing that is superhuman 
in the management of a ship under quare 
sail. I n the grain fleet not five percent 
of the crews. at the setting-out of the 

Courtesy. "Oi1 Prnt.'l.: r.
p 

Photo by R. ! . . Ves",jl" & , lss",:w/e 

voyages f rOIll Europe, are experienced 
Cape Horner ' : yet yOll. nc,'cr hear of all 
accident to these ships. Year after year 
they successfully accomplish the hardest 
voyage ill the world, and they are manned 
by a few· . core boys. ~Ien sit at this tab~e 
today in the prime of Ii fe who could saIl 
a square-rigged ship anywhere-mcn wh~ 
are' experienced, too, il) the handling ot 
boy. I get an average of twenty letters 
a week from boys throughout this country 
begging for a ~hance .to . hip under sail. 
I can only tell them to apply to Err kson, 
and ee if they can become cadets in the 
Finnish grain ship. Some of these letters 
are almo t tragic in the intensity of the 
longing they express: these boys want to 
go to sea, and many of t.hem are 10 t to 
!\merican ~ferchant ServIce becau, e they 

• Reprinted from The 'Marine J ournal , May 17, 1937. Courtesy, ~\[r. n. II. Primrose, E(lillir. 
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lind no fa cilitic for making what Con
rad has ably called the classic approach 
to all seafaring. 

"1 have been on board th e steam school
ships here. thc ElIlpire Slalt?, and 
others. There is no doubt they are pkn
didly run and do ;,t finc job: but a year 
or a year and a half under sail would ix: 
a tn:mcndou, as:iet to thc:ic boys. Sail i ' 
the cradle of manhood; it eliminates the 
unfit; it inculcates di scipline of body ana 
mind: it brings out what there is in boys, 
and shows those who are fit to lead. It 
forces them to think for thel1l'elvcs: onh
at sea under sail and in the air do condi"
tions ordinarily arise calling for uddcn 
life-and-death decision a ffecting the live ' 
of other persons. Training conditions of 
this kind cannot be simulated: the ailing-
hip provides them. It is in the elimina-

pact and di,ciplincd b<>dy held tog~lh~r 
for the ship and by th e ship, loyal to the 
ship and t() hi s shipmate. , and with hi, 
own efforts aiding her and thcm to Com
plete a voyage ... II ha thought through 
to omethin£" of the reality of Ii fe and 
lil·ing. The undue prolongation of youth 
a,hore, the absence of di cipline in so 
many of the homes and in even the peoples' 
minds, the tendency toward. the selfi h 
view- these things arc bad influences in 
much of present-day li fe ashore; and their 
too-long continuance makes bad officers. 
Every nation in Europe, with the sole ex
ception oi England. uses sailing-ships for 
the training" o f hoth naval and merchant 
service offi cers-not as the whole train
ing, but as the most effici ent si fter of 
materia l and developer of character the 
enmity of the s('a has yet devi eel. tion of the unfit and the development of 

c:laracter that the long-voyage sa iling-ship 
excels. It is a ques tion whether much of 
thL' existing training methods do not lend 
to promote self1shness which is a poor 
quality to take to the sea. 

"One speaks of sail with no unbalanced 
no,;talgia. with no idea that merely be
cause it is old it must be good; with no 
notion that merely becau;;e a human hei ng 
might have served a while in deepwater 
ships of thi . kind, he is therefore supe
rior to his fellow beings. Hc i, nothil)g 
of the kind. But he has shared in a pro
found and stirring and memorable expe
rience that has shaken him up anrl ;;haken 
him down too ; he has been one of a com-

OJ.oJd. .oj.. lJzJL I,(Jlaq.o " 
(Col/IiI/lied 11'011/ Page 1) 

\Ye don't belic\'c there i a more 
interesting seamcn's rool11 than the 
Joseph Conrad Library at the Sea
men's Church Institute of New 
York. \\'c browsed arot1nd there 
yesterday and were shamcd intu ab
solutc silencc bv thc concentration 
of its sailor-readers. 

It is a fin e, light. airy room where 
hundreds of seamen come c\'ery day. 
many 0 f them to study the technical 
book. \Vc wcrc partict1larly inter
ested in the photographs on gla. s 
that wcre sct into thc windows .. . . 

* * * 
\Ve asked what sort of books men 

of the sea particularly likc and find 

"1 advocatc the usc of one of the fine 
mcrchant vessels in thi coulltry for that 
purpose; . uch a ship COlde! enter the g rain 
trade and find profitable employment. HCC'r 
trade could be ).J eIV York to South 
Australia (in ballast if there wa. no cargo: 
all the Finilish grain ships go in ballast)
thence to the United Kingdom and the 
Colltincllt with grain: thence with a bulk 
ca rgo (of which many arc now available) 
westward to ew York: and 0 11 agall1 to 
.\mtralia. The e pas,;ages would fill a 
hu sv vear: I should say 110 more than 20 
boys -ought to he carried. at fir st. It 
would pay. It pays ullcler other flags: it 
could be made to pay hcre. 

that thcy havc the old cursc- you 
know, Chaplin wants to play ~apo 
leon; well, herc are thesc ailormen 
and the v want to read about co\\"
boys. T he Zane Grey type of "-est
ern is the most popular. 0 f -ea 
writers .Alan VilJiers is one of their 
f m·orites. 

Onc () f the greatcst rttshe in the 
library was during the peak of the 
popularity for the :'Ifutin)" Trilogy, 
":\Iutin), Oil the Bounty." "Pitcairn 
Island'" ancJ ":\Tcn :'\gainst the Sea." 

* * * 
The sailors wouldn't care i f the~' 

IlC\'cr saw a sissy love story. But 
they lovc poetl'), anel philosophy and 
biographies of men like P. T. Bar
num. Schopenhauer has hi follow
er. from t hc seamen. 
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By Ro bert Wilder .. 

W ITH little or no introdUC,ti~n t~e ~I~a~s~i~::rd i~/~a~~~~~~t~~;,~~;e~a~~ 
turn today's column ovel 0 e lant ~ct." 

Seamen's Church lnstttute . . . . 
Marjorie Dent Candee, one of OUI 

more consistent correspondents, wntes 
us of a seaman, whose story we gIVe 

you . . t t d "I thought you might be meres e 
in the following story which OCCUlTed 
on the waterfront yesterday: 

"A seaman (who is so modest that he 
insists on our not using his name) was 
walking along the Battery sea wall Just 
as the Statue of Liberty boat was dOck
ing. Suddenly he heard the peo?,le on 
board shouting "Man overboard and 
instantly he jumped into the nver and 
succeeded in rescuing a man from 
drowning. The man was a Chmese who 
had tried to commit sUlclde and was 
taken first to Broad Street HospItal and 
then transferred to Bellevue. The res
cuer disappeared. 

"The way we learned about the rescue 
was when the seaman came into the 
Seamen Institute's Welfare Department 
to ask for help in making out an 
affidavit to get duplicates for hIS ship 
discharge papers. He had lost all of 
these and $4 in cash (all the money 
he had in the world) from the.po:ket of 
his coat while in the rIver. HIS clothes 
were wet but he did not even ask for 
dry ones.' We insisted on glvm~ him a 
suit of clothes and some shoes. Fmally he 
summoned up enougil courage to ask for 
a nickel. He wanted to go out to AS~OrI9, 
to his aunt's to borrow money. fO! he 
had planned to go t'? hIS home m Fall 
River by bus where hIS WIfe reSIdes WIth 
his family. She is expeetmg a baby. We 
bought him a bus ticket t o hIS home 
and gave him a dollar for hIS meals. 
He has never been on rellef and ha? a 
good record with the varIOUS Shlppmg 
lines he has worked for as an A. B. He 
was so modest--and this was not a. pose 
with him-that when we asked hIm If 
he had ever rescued anyone before he 
told of saving a boy from drownmg 
while out in San Francisco and as soon 
as he had brought the lad ashore .he 
fled the crowd of people. The polIce 
chased him, but he swam out of range. 
We suggested that we report these 
rescues to the Life Savin g Benevolent 
Association with a view to obtall1m'g an 
award or a medal , but he demurred. In 
these days when most heroes not only 
like but seek publicity it was somewhat 
refreshing to meet up WIth a person 

Marjorie Dent Candee, at the Sea
men's Church Institute of New York, 
sends us a follow-up on the story we 
ran here on the rescue of a Chinese a 
few weeks ago. She writes: 

.. An interesting sequel to the story 
about the heroic rescue of a C~mese 
who jumped off the Statue of LIberty 
boat has developed. The wheels of fate 
grind exceedingly small and in this ea:'e 
they involve not only our seaman helO, 
but also a soldier from Governors Island 
and a French deckhand aboard the 
boat. 

"It seems that when the cry 'Man 
overboard' went up, a soldier (of PolIsh 
descent) also answered the cry, as dtd 
our modest American seaman. The 
soldier, who had just purchased a new 
civilian suit, jumped into the East RIver 
and soldier and seaman together suc
ceeded in saving the Chinese laundry
man It was rather dangerous rescue 
work, for the propellers of the boat were 
still in motion. A deckhand on the boat 
(of French descent, thus makll1g It 
something of an international rescue) 
threw a rope and, aided by thIS. the 
Chinese was pulled to safety. 

"We learned this when the deckhand 
came to the Institute asking for the 
seaman-rescuer (who, ~s deSCrIbed .m 
your column, is now 111 ~all RlveI
possibly by this time the proud father 
of a son or daughter). It seems that 
the deckhand loaned the seaman his 
best pair of shoes, but in the excItement 
forgot to arrange for then return . Now 
the deckhand happened to have a date 
with his girl that night, and Sll1ce he 
had only his working shoes to wear, he 
had to pass up the date. In the InstI
tute's Slop Chest we found a brand new 
pair of shoes which fit hun perfectly: 
so I believe the girl gave hIm anothel 
chance and so all's well. , 

"Mea;1time, the Chinese laundryman. s 
familv sent word to the soldIer that if 
he would call they would r~imburse hun 
for the ruin of his n ew SUlt. 

"Also, the Life-Saving .Bene~olen t As
sociation is going to mvestigate the 
rescue and it would not surpnse me 
greatly if both soldier and saIlor were 
t he recipients of handsome gold medals 
for th eir bravery." 

I ~ I)····k." .:\t:w York ~lln. Sl'lItl'mhcr 21, 19.1r. . • Rl:printl'u frum " T 1C ;:"Illll ",,-

1937 THE LOOKOUT " 



/ 

This is no\ a 'I0vie "still,:' but an actual photo taken aboard the Roanoke June 18 1904 by 
t e ate Capta,n P. Vosseller while the ship was docked on So~th Street ' 

• 
$JuL-~ 

By Edgar A. Guest 

I've heard them sing their chantey song ye ho boys ho' 
But I like it better on the stage than where the bill~ws 'flow 
For I've been out with sailor-men upon the deep blue sea ' 
And one good northern hurricane was quite enough for me 

"Ye-ho, boys, ho! . 
, . When the wind begins to blow!" 

I d rather hear It on the stage than the Gulf of Mexico. 

I love a good old chantey song and a hornpipe pleases me :::rt i:d ra~~e~ ~et them from the stage than a wind-tossed angry sea 
A d I~~ PI c e . and tossed with sailor-men when the night was bl~ck as coal. 

n ,e no desIre for a chantey song when the ship begins to roll 
"Ye-ho, boys, ho! . 

, When the wind begins to blow'" 
I d rather be in a theater seat than the Gulf of Mexico'. 

~~ a
h 

day and a night we stood on end, first aft and then the bow 
ow we managed to stay afloat I don't remember now ' 

I only know ~hat I had no taste for food and no ear for s~ng 
And there's little joy in ,~ chantey tune when the sea is running strong. 

Ye-ho, boys, ho! 
'. . . When the wind begins to blow!" 

Id lathel hear It on the stage than the Gulf of Mexico! 

(Cnpyrigltt. 193.1. F.an"'· A. Cll rst) .Y. l' . To,'r. J OII ..... ' . Oct . 13. 193J. 
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An Autumn Day in J eann ette Park, Opposite the Inst itute 
1'''oto /ly W .... C. C,.et'"e, N. \'. If'ul'ld-Ttlcgram 

Principal Facts About the Seamen's Church Institute of New York 
-It is the largest institulio ll for 11Icr- sen'ice for ships at sea, thereby 

chant sea/1/C}I in the world. sayi ng hundrcds of scamen's lives 
-It was founded in 1834; in 18~3 in emergcncics. 

huilt a floating church and ha ' - T t initiated legislation requi ring 
now grown th rollgh a ucces ion first-aid e.ralllilWliollS for every 
of mission and lodging houses to a sh ip' of Ticer oiJtaining a licellsc . 
modern, thirteen-storr shore - It has trained over 4,000 sea11len 
headquarters. in its 1I1crchant Marine chool 

-It is a partially self-supportillg and hclpcd them to better posi-
welfare organizatioll for active tiOIlS, 
seamen who need fricndship, -It (ooperates flllly with other ea-
guidance, recreation ancl ell1er- men's wcl rare agencies . bllt should 
gcncy financial help. not be con [uscd . e.g. with the ell-

-It provides a (01llplele shore (011/- clowecl Sailors' Snug- H arhor, 
1I/1/J1il\' for thousand: of 5e1£- which is fo r rei ired seafarcrs. 

respccting seamen each dll)" It is What We Need: 
home, post 011ice, safe. library. 
employment bur au. clinic, clnh 
and chnrch c01l1hinecl. 

-It is opcn to (1cli'i.'c sealllell or all 
nationalilies, although cighty per
cent of the men . en·cel are .\111('1'

ican citi zens from even' ,tate in 
thc Union. -

-It betricnc!s sh i p a pprcllticc boys 
[r0111 foreign cfll111trie. nnd hun
drcds of .\merican cadets evcry 
year . 

-It instituted frec radio 11lediral 

Thc huilcling i only partly self
supporting. ~rany of the facil ities 
and al l 0 f thc social and rccreational 
:('n'ices are provided seamen with
out charge. requiring gift. totalling 
$100,000. annuall y. Legacies are al
so needed to providc an adequate 
Cndml'l11cnt i l1nrl. Our corporate 
title is: c', 1 ~. \ ~rE);·S CH1,; J CH 
T);ST1TL' TE OF XE\\' YORK" 
£\olC that the words "Of ;\('w YlJrk" 
are a part of the (itle. 

Address inqui ries to: 
REV. HAROLD H. KELLEY, Superintendent 

Te lephone BOwling G~E)en 9-2710 
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