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By Til E setting aside of the 
\\Tek of .\ugust 7th [or the 01'

licial celebration 0 f Lighthouse 
\ \' eek, Cungn:,s,; focused attention 
Oil the olle hundrecl and fiftieth an-
lliYersarY of the 'nited tate 
Lighthouse Sen'ice. Thi year marks 
al:o the termination 0 f 1 his hi. toric 
service as all independent unit, it 
now being consoliclated with the 
famous Gnited States Coast Guard. 
uncler the current Federal reOl'gani
zation program. Former issues of 
THE LOOh:O 'T ha\'e carried 
stories of the lighthouse. and light
ships (sec February, 1 ( 37) ancl 
(,"ery new tragedy of the ea brings 
stories 0 f haza reloll rescues under
taken by the. e brave m 'n as part 
of Ihc routine of the job. without 
thought of rcward. The pmpo. e of 
this articlc is [0 point out some of 
Gncle Sam's latest innovations to 
make their liye' a little more pleas
ant. if not: easier. For tl1(' sen'ice 
is still so clangerous that the Light
hOllse cmployec,; pay the \'Cry high
est insurance rates. 

Xo\\·aclays. a lighthouse keeper 
not only has a radio to keep him 
up-to-the-minute on the outside 
\\'!lrld ancl its activitie. but he is 
all()\\'(~cl a \\'eek of "shore leavc" 
('\'('ry 111 on 1 h. He goes ashore in 
a small po\\'er boat \\'hich is hoisted 
(lut onto a cradle with aiel of a 
(krrick. to in:ure safe launching in 
the nastiest of weather. It is never 
neccssan' to lea\'e a light llntenclcd 
ior evel:" station has at- least two 
men. most of them without falllilies. 
The onc keeper in the X ew York 
district ,,·ith a family occtlpies a 
ramhling- Victorian hOtlse at Bergen 
Point, off Bayonne. ;\ew .1e1'. ey. 

:\Iodcrtl lighthouses are machine-
hop, tcnded by killed mechanics. 

Thc Ilud!';on hoasts more [han 
eighty .lights. under the Brooklyn 
Bridge i · the J cffrey Hook light, 
and there is one at Hellgate turn 
ancl another at T egro Point on 
\\'arc]'s Island. The twisting East 
Hi \'cr nced land to\\'er: a: well. 
Th Titantic Lighthotlse Tower 
atop the 13-story J n5titute building 
on South Street fla 'he5 a green 
light powerCul enough to reach 
t \\,enl\' miles to . ea but obstructions 
cut it' down to ,;ix. 

recent illYention makes it 
possible to light harhor buoy,; \\·ith 
1,000 ampere hatteri es i Ilsteacl 0 r 
a~etylelle gao as formerly. Both 
kJllds need to be changed about 
cyer\, six month ' and must he 
\\'atched contantly fm negll'ct of 
dllty. This is Olle of the c1aih' tasks 
of the even tenders which 'go out 
from St. George. taten Island. 
These are s[uHh' boat·s which carry 
supplies to t h(' stations, in . peet 
lighthouse: twice and light.-hips 
three times a year. /\. new tender, 
the :'Iaple (following the unex
plained tradition of a tree or Aower 
name). has recently heen assig-necl 
10 the Btlffalo. :\C:'\\' York station. 
Jt is an all-steel twin sere,,· vessel, 
122 feet IOlig, with a displacement 
o r 342 tons. propelled hy t\\'o Diesel 
cngines totalling 44 horsepower. 

There are two lightships- tl. ed 
\\·here it is impos. ihle 10 lmilcl a 
lighthouse- in the vicinity of Xew 
York: the .\mhro e Channel Light
ship and the Scotland Lightship, 
off Sanely Hook. A ncw light hip 
\yhich embodies an tlllll ual nllmher 
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]a11of)~ a ;hM, ''CiAL'' 

..., Photo b.\' Jla1"ie Higginson 

A _\ILOR mav not wear hi 
, heart upon his sleeve, hut he 

otten wears a hleec1iner heart IIl1der 
his sleeve, and when I~e rolls up hi 
sleeves ane! goe to work poli hing 
brass or ":lJO"\'-l11ugying" you mav 
ob 'erYe a h~art tattoodel on h( 
brawn), bicep Or forearm. Amer
ican fla n ', and dancing ladies wer 
once t'he vogue, but ala. , the mod
ern :ailor will have none of thi 
tattooing, Profe or Tack. \\'ho 
u ed to keep a tattooing 'hop on the 
corner 0 f outh anel ilIo re Streets, 
has abandoned his place becau e of 
the :carcitv of customer.. A few 
tattoo artiit: eke out: a living in the 
Bowery section, but the majority 0 f 
able-bodied eamen - at least the 
newcomers to the eagoing fraternity 
-are not interested in having n 
. quare-rigger with all sail. e1' per
manently decorating their chests, 
A Ol1e young eaman put it: "Tat
tooing was once the pecial pleasure 
of a\'ages and sailor Toelay, we 
. ailors giYe it back to the, avaere !" 

The main thing, according to 
Captain l{obert Huntington. prin
cipal of the In titute' Merchant 
:-Iarine School. is that tattooing is 
no longer needed for identification; 

is no loncrer a mark of distinction, 
it hurt to have it: put on (even 
with an el ctric needle) and it is 
practically impossible to remove. 
Time was when a green ailor a 
soon as his ship docked in a foreign 
port made for the local tattoo artist 
gritted his teeth, bared his chest 
and arms, and said: "Go ahead, 
:\ [i ter" in much the stoical man
n r that a college boy goes through 
a gruelling initiation into a fra
ternity. 

.-\. few weeks ago a movie com
pany was making pictures at the 
In titute to be hown at the :\Iari
time Building of the \Vorle!" Fair, 
and they wanted a ., hot" of a sailor 
reading John Masefield's poem, "Sea 
l~C\·er." They wanteel a close-up 
of the sailor' hanels, preferably 
wi th tattoo marks on them. \ Vorcl 
went around and about a dozen old
timer applied a model. Thev 
proudly sho\ved off their tattoo;: 
One hip's carpenter had the face 
of Santa Claus on his hand and 
fure-arm; an old bosun had the 
American and Iri h flag, inter
bvined . with "Erin Go Brah" and 
·'Hand. _ cro s The ea" etched 
beneath. A tombstone C0111memo
rating the death of hi father em
bellished the wrist of an ,\.B.-he 
had it tattooed in Shanghai twenty 
years ago. The man ,elected for 
the movie, John O'Brien, had a 
simple moti f-an anchor on one 
hanel and a . hip's wheel tattooed 
011 the ot her. 

_ \ f e\\' up-to-date . eamen who 
scoff at tattooing a. exhibitionism 
admit that it's mighty u eful as a 
memorandum pad. Take the matter 
of a life-boat ticket·: One sailor 
ha had his Ii feboat certificate nU1l1-
ber neatly tattooed on his ankle
all he ha. to do i to hitch up his 
left pants leg and roll down his 

(Continlled 01£ Page 11) 
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E I (~Il l' merchant seamen who 
had ne\'lT before painted a pic

tun: or showed any artistic ben\. 
took a few le~s()ns i;l the \\'PA art 
class being held at the Seamen's 
Church Institute of X ew York, 
and the result of their work i now 
on exhibition in a window of the 
lInkl Pennsy Inl11ia, .I oseph :- [ar
ti n, able-bod ied :eaman, "hipped 
uut on an oil tanker se\'eral months 
aero, leaving behind an unfinished 
l11l11'al painting \\'hich was too large 
Ii) exhibit· in thL: \\'indow. but \\'hich 
is lH)\\' on display ou the second 
floor oi the Institute, The mural. 
which :-lartin intencls to finish 011 
his ret urn, is executed in oil and 
the 'ubject i ' the Xc\\' York water
front. Groups arc shown loading 
ship, and :eam n ar "signing on", 
In the uppcr right corner a ship's 
figurehead i ' recognizable a ' f r0111 
the -quare-rigger ''J o:eph Conrad", 
now a training ship for the U, S . 
:-la riti l11e Commissiun" School at 
lIoffman J,;land. The satirical, 
reali:tic treatment of the face - of 
the seal11en in the mural has cau ed 
observers to compare :\[anin" work 
\\'ith Diego Rivera , llis in~tructor, 

amllel Sulkowicz, himsel f an ex
seaman. believe ' that :\lartin sho\\'s 
great ability and \\'ill go far. 

.-\ for ,;urrealisl11, that too has 
an exponent, a Filipino seaman 
named H ermi nio \. an era has turncd 
uut an oil painting of a ship that 
llCyer was scen on land or sea, The 
art project started in January, and 
to date, about t wcnt)' seamen have 
colllpleted pai nt ings, \\' hil 'everal 
uthers had to leave their work un
finished, because the call of the :ea 
sent them off on their ship~ aerain, 

_-\ Xegro seaman, John Solomon, 
has done a group of "primiti\'e" 

Sea man J o hn So lomo n 

pail1lings which lover~ of modern 
art ha\'e admired, I Tis instructor 
says, "J ohnny has t h" f re~hest ap
proach, considering that he has no 
technical knowleclge of painting 
\\'hate\'er. \\'ith a little crafbman
:hip he will mak a fine artisl." 
Johnny's teacher encourages him to 
make: a pencil ~k('tch first. then gi\'l's 
him paint and canya and let him 
0'0 to it. He c1oe,; each picture at 
one sitting-no dawdling for month 
for an effect- he uscs holcl strokes 
and \\'arm colors. 11e likes archi
tectural subjects and strange cit ies 
he has :een in his travel ' , partiCll
larh' Casa Blanca. :\Jorocco and 
Puerto Barrios, South .\merica, 
.I ohnn)' responds to heam:> nearer 
home as well. lie thinks "that pink 
church" [j\'er on the Howery (,'1. 
:\ r ark's) is "sure good to louk at," 
ancl he ' ,; going to get it on cam'a, 
any clay no\\', 
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Captain Robert Be nson in command of the 
Clippe r Hornet 1857 and 58. 

A H,:\]U: painting uf the famous 
clipper hip "Hornet". which 

beat the "Flying Cloud" in the 1853 
race from Xew York to an Fran
cisco by way of Cape Horn. has 
been presented to the Seamen's 
Church Institute of Xe\1' York hv 
Miss Je. sie Benson of Englewood, 
K . J, whose father . Captain Ben on, 
sai led in cOll1mand of the "Hornet" 
three times around the I Torn. .t\ . 
Oon as t·he pai nti ng has been re

paired anc! restored. it will hang in 
the In titute's Xautical :\fuseulll at 
25 SOUl h treet. ?lIiss Benson re
calls her fathe r taking her to wor
ship in the Institute's Floating 
Church of )l1f Sa\·iour. 

The " Il ornet" has a f amou hi '
tory. made even more illustrious I)\' 
the fact that the great . \111e rica;1 
autho r . ;\lark Twain . soleI as hi s 
fi rst magazi ne sto ry. an account of 
hi s inten'icw \\'ith the sunivors of 
the "nornet-", in Honolulu. whither 
they came in an open boat after 
the ship caught fi reo 

She was built hy Jacob " 'e ter-

\'elt and George :'I [ackay in :\ e\\' 
York in 1~51. Chamherla in and 
I 'helps wcrc her owner:;. She \\'as 
an extrell1c clipper ship of 1426 
tuns and was a vcr\, fast sailer. ]n 
1 '53 she sailed on -a "oyage which 
,ti ll tands as the closest sai ling 
match in the history of clippers, 
On .\pril 8th, I·he "Hornet" and 
the "Flying Cloud" left andy Hook 
a fell' hours apart. the "Hornet" 
lea\'ing fir t. Both clipper ' arri\'ed 
in San Francisco on , \ ugust 12th-
105 day from :\e\1' York. The 
"Horn e't " , huilt b\' the Xew York 
fi rm. came in ju ,t --to minutes aheacl 
of the " Flying loud" . built in a 
Hoston hipyard hy the famol!' 
Donald :\fcKay. de 'igner of clipper 
sh ips , 

"The Hornet" continued to make 
many trip, anc! records. in COJll
mand 0 f various captai ns , She set 
a record for the passage f r011l San 
Francisco to Callao. in 34 days. 
Later on. she ran between In<lia 
and England. Finally, in 1R66. 
came her dramatic enel. he had 
sail ed from X e\\' York in cOll1mand 
of Captain .T osiah :'IIitchel1. a X ew 
Englander of the best sea faring 
stock with a full ca rgo of oil and 
candles. On lVIay 3rd, in the Pacific 
(ahout 112 degree, 10' west longi
tude. lat-ilucle two degree:. aho\'e 
the Equator.) she caught fire. 

From no\\' on. we Jllay quote 
:\fark Twain" account in hi ton' 
"1\1)' Debut. \ " . \ Literary Per ' on.~' 
He collectcd a honu. from his news
paper for hi s interview \\'ith the 
"Hornet" , urvivors. 

"The three boats were launched ," 
(writes :'IIark Twain) long-boat 
and t\l'O quart-cr-hoat . The cap
tain's first care was to have four 
sick 'ai lors brought up and placecl 
on deck out of harJll' way-among 
t hem a 'Porty(Yhee.' . . . The fi re 
spreacl with -great rapidity. The 
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,;moke and flame droyc the men 
back. and the\' had to take to the 
boab with 01;1\' t'ell dars' rations 
'('cured, Each -boat hac! "a compass, 
a CJuadrant. a copy of Bowditch's 
:\a\'igator, and a nautical almanac, 
and the captain's and chief mate's 
boals had chronometers. There were 
thirty-one 111e11 all told. including 
t \\'0 pas engel's, t \\'0 young gentle
men from S I am f ()]'d, Conll ecticu t 
- b;'others: Sam11el and 11 cmy 
Ferg11~()n. Thc captain and twO 
passengers kept diaries, There were 
no medicines. 0 [ coursc the \\'hole 
party had to go on 'hort ration at 
once , 

"They had four or fin; hundred 
miles of doldru1lls in frunt of them , 
They wisely cho e a northward 
cour 'c. rather than . \Ibemarlc I lancl 
(Galapagos OTOUp ) or . \capulco on 
the :'IIexican coast ... From IT emy 
FcrgllS()n\ diary . I q11ote : ':\Iay -t. 
5. G, doldrums. May 7, 8, 9, 
doldrums. :\hy 10. 11. 12, dol
dru11ls. Teils it, all. :\ever sa\\', 
neyer felt, neyer heard, never ex
perienced such heat. such da rkne '. 
such lightning ane! thunder, and 
\l'ind and rain, in Ill)' Ii i e hd ore.' 

"The chief mate, according to the 
diarist. was 'an excellcnt office r
a self -po sessee!. resolutc. fine, all
round man. The captain servc out 
two tablespoonfuls of brandy and 
water-hal f and hal f- to our crew.' 
FroI1l Captain :'IIitchell's log for 
:\[<1\' 17th: 'On l\' half a hushel of 
bread-crumb: le(t~' (and a m onth 
to \\'ander the ea yet.) On the 
19th the captain called up the quar
te r-boats anel . aid the long-hoat 
('Ou le! no I n"er tOll' both of them , 
The chief mate ( who was always 
readv whcn there \\'as a man'." \\'o rk 
10 II~e fore) took t he ~econel mate 's 
bnat and sailed ~l\\'ay, and toward 
S\In set passed out 0 r sight . . . 
:\Jay 2-t, 14 0 18' X. W e are plainly 
getting \\'eaker- Goel ha\'e mercy on 
~IS all!' wrote the diarist." 

-:\ow hC're comes a cl1riol1s entry: 

Ferg11son writcs: ",\ littk tar\'a
tlon can really do l110re for the 
aycra"" sick ni(lll than can the best <> 
meelici nes amI the best doctors. I 
do not mean a restricted dict; 1 
mean total abstention fr0111 food 
for one or two day~ , , ' Therc wcre 
four 'ai lors sick when the ] l omet 
burned , T,,'enty-fi\'e days of piti 
less stan'ati on ha\'e f ollo\\'ed . and 
now all the men arc hearty and 
st rong-, e\'l'n the ones that wcre 
down sick arc lI'ell.·' 

The hopeiul tone of the diaries 
persists. On :'IIa)' 30th : "\\'e have 
now left on(' can of oysters; three 
pounds oi raisins; one can of soup: 
lJne-th ird uf a ham; three Plllts ut 
biscuit crumbs." , \nd fi ftecn men 
to li\'e on it whil e they creep and 
era'wl six hundred and fifty miles, ' 
comments :'Ilark Twain. \1'110 imer
vie\\'ed thelll on the 15th of June: 
"Thev were mere 'kil1n y skeletons: 
their' clothes hung limp abol1t theI1l 
anel fitted them no better than a flag 
fits the flagstaff in a calm," 

One of the cre\\' \yas a "bani hed 
c1uke- a Dane," \\ 'e hear no more 
of him . except in the Captain' s lOt>: 
"]I e i ' one (If our be,'t men at pull
inO' an oar," (Jne o[ the Ferguson 
br~tllt'rs wrote of Captain :\Iitchell: 
"J-1e is a goud man. and has been 
1l1ost kind to us-almo t fatherly. 
J I e sa\'$ that i r he had been offc red 
clJmm~lncl of the 1I 00'11Ct ooner he 
should ha\'c brol1ght hi ' two daugh
tCb with him, 1t makes one sh l1d
der yet to think ho\\' narrow an es
cape it was. 

:'I [ark Twain record a note 
sec ret ly pas 'cd by IIenry Ferguson 
to his brother: "T asked a 'eaman 
if he w ould stan'e first or eat human 
Hesh. 1-1 c answered he would 
starve." It is a race for li fe no\\'. 
Five cla\'s m ore and eight hunclred 
mill's te; go. They chewed boot
Icg~. Ihe ham-honc. leather and 
clol h. On June 14th they aw a 
11lagni fic('nt rainboll', The Captain 

(C oll/illlled Oil PO,l){' 11) 
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"H~ no longer sa\\' a rabble. but his 
brothers seeking the ideaL" 

-0, HD:!!Y, 

"I once callie in from sea aiter fuur 
m'JJ1th, out uf sight of lam!. \y, \\'ere 
to\\'ed under the 'pan uf Brooklnl 
Bridge, our skysail. ruyal and top-gall,{m 
masts ha\'lng been struck tu permit the 
passage, This \\'as many years ago but 
the memory cl ings, The \'l)ice of the 
city, rumbling, tumbling' frol11 the beau
ti iul bridgc, sounded I'ike music out o[ 
hea\'en \\'hen angels gn:et a 1c1ll0' de-
fnred arri\'aJ." " 

-(APT, FELTX RTESEXIlER(;, 

tht city, other thuu,;ancb eager to ha\'c 
th~ir first 'ight of the world's metropolis, 
to IUl)k upon its astonishiug cliffs." 

-C.\ I·", FELIX RII::sExnERG 
ill "Portrait (If ,v,,,,, } '01'1,'" 

.. 'ity of hurricd and glittering tide, !" 
- \\ ' AI.T \\ '1I1'1'\I.\X, 

"Here on gray shore 0 f island \'alanced 
\Vith ancestral foam of many ,\tlant1c5: 
Here on i, land (0 connect here fur all 

points of your travel.)" 
-p, LE\ IX SOX, 

(1l'illll<'l' (If Il 'vrld 's Fair POc/I)' m\'ard) 

"To me, );C\\' Yurk is ncvcr a friend-
"Tu me, );c\\' York Cih' is the most less city of stecl sky.;crapers, 1 ah\'a\'s 

romamic and beautiful of -all cities." look fOr\\'anl to (and rccei\'e) a heart\', 
-JOHX ~L\ SEFJEL[), \\'arm \\'l'!comc at the cam~n's (hurch 

"Irate the place as \ ' OU mav fear it In , titute at 25 South Street." 
rue it, ca ll it the trcallmill and' the rod'; -/1.10; . \,B , SEA~r.\X, 
pill-. yet it drag,; you back. It dnlg, "The city means 'ho1l1e again' \\'hen-
III bU'l11ess. 1t attract ' attention , The c\'er my hip touches the Port uf );('11' 

great flects of the \\'orld ,end their York. ~[y real family li\'es a thousand 
sharpest pro\\'s, their proudest ships, miles away. but ~Jrs, Roper and the 
through ,the ~~rrows and into the Bay, InstItute make me fecI at home-he re," 
flags RYl11g, II'lth thousands longing for _, \ (!lIEF' ~f.\TE , 

To help welcome thousands of seamen annually to the Port of New 
York, please send your contribution to the 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 
25 South Street. New York, N. Y. 

1>1"(1';( ';11(1 C(IU(riblllr'd I t> thl' JI/stifllte b.\' lInlt/ril.- 11'ill,'m 'Z'UI/ Loon. 

So.ui:JL S/MJlL OJJlJlluL 'Uf2 
By Le ba Presner* 

S0'CTE'I trcct, \\'hich has watcJ1L'c1 
, the g ru\\'th of marinc transport irom 

11Igh-pooped Dutch merchantmen to ILlln
hcrinn' packets, and from tOll' ring clip
pers to streamlilled liners, is about to 
experience, a new chapter in its long and 
colorful hIstory, On JUlle 19 the long-

heralded FuitclPl Fish ~Jarket will offi
cially open, and by this Summer parks 
and playgrounds, a modern luw-cost 
housing project, and a new link in tl;e 
~ast RiYer Dri\'e will get under \\'ay, 
,oulh Street itself. howe\,er, will con

tllllle to play its part in the purt el'UlHlm)" 
*Rc/,rillt,·c/ frol1J The ,"(11 Fork Til/Irs, lillie 11. 1939 

and bargl:,;, fbhing :;chl),.nl' r> and freight
ers will still l1<hC their way illlll ib 
slips, 

The impru\,ements \\'ill renlel' chiefly 
about three point:>, The mo t spectacular 
i ' the gleaming white structure oi the 
n,'\\' fish market on the East Ri \'cr piers, 
The building is the fir,t oi three unit:; 
\\'hich will. \\'hcn c,)mplct~, bring' a n~\\' 
mderlinl'ss ami all m dern cun\'l:nicnces 
to the familiar markd ,cenc, );0 less 
important are the changes planned for 
(orlea r' s Hook at the north end oi 
.'outh Street, where slums and ,q ual or 
arc yielding belatedly to g r enery and 
sunlight, Bl're, run-down tenements are 
a lready being cl arcd for the Corl ear', 
Honk housing projcct, In linc with thi, 
plan, the Park Department amI the 
Borough President's office ha\'e jllintly 
worked out plans for a ne\\' section of 
the Ea,t Ri,'c1' Dri\'e and a \\'atedl'ont 
park, These \I'ill be Clllbtructcd on a 
scale that \\'ill ri\'al the \ \ ' est __ idl' de
\'l~lopmcnt, and will link up with the 
well-knit pattern of city-\\'ide imprO\'e
ments, Plans fur changes at the south 
end 0 f the street will depend l1pon the 
outcome of the Brooklyn-Battery bridge 
contrO\'ersy, 

The Boroug'h President's office has 
blueprints which picture exactly ho\\' the 
entire area will look when thc ,'ariou,; 
city departments ha\'c finished operation ' , 

Also in the blueprint tage is the 
second unit of the East Ri\'cr \\'ater
front park which will trans ionn a con
gested slum area into a l'~c:reational 
paradise, The park will ::tart at the 
\\'han'cs at ~r ontgume ry Stn:et and 
s\\'ing around the bend in (orleal"s Hook 
to join the tirst sectur, scheduled to 
open this Summer, at Grand treet. 
:\ fter the last bulkheads ha\' been built, 
and the last tree has heen planted and 
groomc.:d, the lo\\'e r East .-ide will ha\'e 
fifty-ii\'e ne\\' acres of park. strdch ing 
from ~rontgol11cry to Ea,;t Twelfth 
Street, \\'hen thi, jigsaw of impro\'e
ments has been completed, Corlear's 
Hook will strike a drastically changed 
note in the downtown pattern, 

The chang'e has its romantic side as 
\\'ell as the practical and esthetic, Im
migrants who for generations ha\'e over
flowed tcncmcnb. haggled o\'e r pl1- h-
arts and spra\\'led Oil front step. fot, 

a ir, \\'ill find themsch'es in po,;session of 
a trim new promenade \I'ith rows of 
trees and benches, ,\nd slum children 
who ha\'c becn acclistomed tn climbing' 
abandoned \\'arehou:('s and di\'ing off 
dead-end streets or run-down docks into 
the ri\'cr for amusement will see a storv
book transformation of their waterfrOlit, 
This area will ha\'c the cit\", 1110st con
centrated battery of tenni.; c'ourt., wading 
pook football ficlds and skating rinks, 
The Park Department a lso intends to 
rnfurbish and CXl<:nd hcrlraggkd Co r-

lear's ]-I""k Park , ' I hi, sectiun \\ ill hl' 
,tlll'ked \\ ith additiunal play ar~as and 
I\'ill be ,"parated from the wateriront 
park by the E~bt l~i\'l:r Dri\'(;, 

But modern convenience arc not con
fll1c.:d to the north end uf uuth Street; 
cnn tIn' musty, fi,h -sccnted piers of th~ 
Fulton I:ish ~Lark~t arc fC"ling the pres
,ure of ~hang~, E\'cr si nce the old build
ing' cnllap,ed of uld age and fell intu 
the East Ri\'er in 1936 the J)cpartml'nt 
of ~I arkets has been planning a strcam
lining program [or the \\'atcriront, );o\\, 
the first unit is complete and looms up 
,hi nl'-nl.:\\' and trim beside the oldcr 
builtlings ncar by. Functional in tic-sign, 
it uffcl" the fish -ha\\'kers all the ,ani
tary cnnvcll iences that the Departm~nt 
of ~larkl:lS can muster, c\'en to the 
elimination ni odors, The entire plant 
of thre~ 1Inits will e\'cmually replace 
the older market and will be completed 
In- 1940, 
'For more than a hundred ycars the 

markl'l has dominated the dcn:lopmelll 
o[ the cnt irL area, fulfilling its \'ital 
function of feeding the peupJe. St1r
rounded by a colorful ento1lrao'c oi fish
ing _ clwoners, trucks and \\'IHlJesalers, 
Toclay only 15 per ccnt of the fish ar
ri\'c directly by water; the rest arc 
brought by truck and rail. For this 
reason. chang.:s arc being made in outh 
Street itsel f. To make the buildings 
more acce'sible to traffic, the street is 
being \I'ickncd sc\'cnty-fi\'e feet fo r the 
entire length uf the mark ... !. O\'erhead 
ramps \\'ill stretch from one side of the 
,tred to the other to eliminate entangled 
cross-street traffic: this will take rare 
of fish landed at the piers and destined 
for the \\'holesale ,tands in the interior 
of the market. Coup led \\'ith these 
changes, the elc\'atcd high\\'ay oi the 
East Ri\' r Dri\'e \\ill considerabh' alter 
tht- physical aspect of the strect.' 

Despite all thcse nHldernizing influ
ences. the na1ltical spint rloes not dil' 
e<lsil\, on South ,trCl't, The SCIIlIli'II'S 

CIIII;'(h fllstitlcte of YC1.£' }'orlt continues 
to dominate the entire sOl1them section 
of th street and makes the hub of the 
harhor a han'n for thou, ands of seaml'n, 
Here the traclition of the clipper ship 
and men of the sea is more than mere 
folklore, Sailors and seamcn in dun
garees haunt the clocks, patronize th e 
stores, SUIl at the slips o r catch a \\'ink 
of sleep in the parks, Everywhere their 
spi rit persists as an essential part of 
the area, ,hip chand leries ami cordage 
stores , tamp the neighhorhood a, a port 
of call of seamen, and bars and grill, 
with nautical names solicit their trade, 

Trucks SCllIT\' back and forth to the 
docks: ships ;tocked \\'ith exotic car
goes from the \V (''it Indies and Puertll 
Rico hca\'c into its slips; fishing . choon
('r:i nnSl' their \\'a\' into the market. and 
quaint little oyster boat. arc moored 



permanently below :'Ilanhattan Bridge, 
supplying uur stores, restaurants and 
hutel II ith shellfish. Each plays it,; 
part in the water-borne commerce of 
the mctropoli . 

, \ timeless scene on South treet 15 

createci by the harges lined up against 
the dock at the ~CII' York State Barge 
Canal Terminal, opposite the Institute. 
Here the barge fulk lil'c a . trange 
story-book existence in a world all their 
own. Since th" opening of the Erie 
Canal they hal'e continued to ply up 
and down th Hudson during th Spring 
and Summer, bearing cargues of Itnll
her. paper, coal and inlllnllcrabl' other 

$.o.u1lL .5iMJzL 
1852 

,\11 SUlIth Street i,., astir; the ghostly 
ships 

Conw slIddenly to Ii fc; their l\Taith-likc 
sails 

. \ re raised. The sailor sll1g thcir 
chantey song, 

As roulld the capstan trud e the Illotky 
erell s. 

Ship chandlers, clerks ami crimps and 
hangcr;;-on 

,\11 "ather 011 the docks t watch the race 
Between t\\'o ril'al clippers, wift and 

fair. 
Returning laden to the waterline 
"'ith Chinc. e tea and spice. , \nd Yankee 

prick 
I" swelling. Yankee throats are cheering 

loud 
As "Lightning's" boll' comes cutting 

thru the wal·e. 
Old peg-leg "Chip" wipe bcer from 

bearded chin 
. \nd shades his eyes again t the morning 

sun. 
"B,' th' Great lIorn poon 1" hc cries. 

':The favoritc II ins! 
l'1'e got a hundred golden eagles bet 
On 'Lightning.' Hcr bow is sharper 

than a knife. 
Her lines arc like a race horse. J guc. s 

that this 
\\,ill make old am Cunard" tinpots 

look slOl\'. 
On all the 'Ve tel'll Ocean there's no 

,hip 
Can heat a Yankee clipper. From here 

to :'I[aine 
The hammer' ri ng and axes clang' as 

trees 
. \ re fellcd to build ncw ships to travel 

round 
The Horn and so to Californ-i-a." 

Rrj>rilltct/ from: F.P .. ·!.'s TilE CO.\''v/.\'C 

things. They are tuwed 111 chains by a 
tUR-ilu<lt, appearing at night like little 
bead on a necklace. 

In the 'Vintcr II'hen the canal is 
frozen over they tie up at tht: ,lip on 
South Street and life takes on some 
sell1blallCe of normalcy . Some families 
han: as many as SCI'en children lil'ing 
on a barge. They build lillie super
structurcs, hang their clothe out on 
lines and cart their drinking II'ater in 
pails from the tcrminal. "'hen in dock 
the olde,t children help in the unload
ing oi the cargo. The scho()1 children 
r<'C('il'c automatil' tramfers from the 
Hoard of Education. 

$.o.u1lL .5iMJzL 
1938 

, \n airplan~ ri . c · from its Suuth treet 
base: 

(Transporting broh'rs hume irum the 
Exchange) ; 

.\ hurdy-gurdy play an ancient tune 
(.\nd braves the :-'Ia)'or's "diet to depart) ; 
Sailors garbed ill natty husines, suits 
(\\'ith Glad,;tonl! bags, cameras and 

radios) 
Find homc and juurney', cnd within the 

gates 
Of the Seamen's Institut -shore rcndez-

v(,)u;:; . 

. \n old salt slumbers on a sunny pier 

. \nd in the little park at Cocnties lip 
The 'Vall. 'treet clerks enjoy their noon-

da,' game 
o [·bafl. The limousine, are parked 

lJllt"ide 
Old Paddy's clam and oyster tand; and 

where 
Poor Apple :'lIar), used to ply her lI'are;;. 
.\ line of men await th~ir nightl~' "Aop." 
\ \'hcre ] enny Lind once rai. ed her 

golden I'c)ice 
The out-()f-toll'ners watch the fi~h ca\·ort. 
"'here ] ip and Jake's saloon once flour

i.;hed 
The Fl'deral ,,\ssay Office hoards the 

gold: 
The old l3elt Line of horse cars is no 

1110r<.' . 

, \nd gone arc 1I10St of the ship chand, 
lel'ies. 

TlI'o things remain unchanged: the fish
ing boats 

Still bring their hard-earned darou' 
cargl)l'S 

Int,) Fulton :'Ilarkct. and tow-head lad, 
(Sea fel'cr written on their youthful 

bra\\', ) 
till hear the old Sea's sweet and siren 
call. By :'IL~RJORJE DEXT C.IXIlEE. 

TOWER, I\'l"lc' l'or~' Post, SeJ>/. 29. 1938 
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~W·h·Sh' A~Ch~t d" Y iPS re rr s ene 

The present custom i ' a relic of 
ancicnt days. \\'hen ships Il'ere 
decked with f1owcrs. marincrs wcre 
adorncd Il'i t h floral crOWIr. and 
winc nOll'cd freely. The \'iking ' 
launched thcir 'hip' by binding 
prisoners to the rollers ol'er which 
the ves ' cl was to run clown to sea 
so that the "stem wa - sprinkled with 
hlood" (for which the red wine was 
substituted in later. and 1llore ci\'i
lizcd times,) .\5 early as 141H the 
blessing of ships was alluded to by 
the 111onk' of St. Dem's. In Eliza
hcthan timcs when , OI;lC high offi
cial would drink from a cup. POllr 
a lihation on the quartcrdcck and 
then gwc the cup to thc dockyard 

Illaster as a memento, \ \'hen figure
heads were carried uncler the bOII'
,.;pri!:;. a priest 'oilletilllcs COil 'e
crated an egg. or torch to thc god 
whose figllrchead the ship carried, 
On 1llodern Greek ships the boll' 
are decorated with j~ower, The 
Captain takes a jar of wine whic:1 
he raises to his lips and then pours 
011 the deck, Captain hober! Hunt
ington. principal () f the :'Ilcrchant 
:'I[arine School at the Seamen's 
Church Institute of .' el\' York. re
call , that -e\'eral "C, S, battleships 
\\'ere chri,tened with hottle,- of 
water (usualh' f rOIll a river in the 
. tate for '~'hich the hip wa, 
nalllcd) cimini; prohihition times. 

C,dUII'S)' of Gnrc/r, ilt tl,,~ .V. V . .1ounwl all(/ "lIJ/f'Ylt'all 

(l lll/ Tit,.. C"OW'.f X I'S/ (CuHan/ . lf'II'-t l' Stur J. iur), 

" How 's Pe nelope Spelt7" 

(Coll/illllCd frolll Pa,qr 1) 

of sa [etl- feat lire and is fitted with 
the latest types of signalling equip
ment ha been e pecially con, .. truct~d 
for the Cornfield Point LIghtship 
Stat'ion, in Long I land Sound, 
westward 0 f ~ elY London Con
necticut. 

There i more chancc for com
panionship aboard ~ light ~lip which 
i - usually about hft)' Imle , from 
POrt , Dutie consist 0 f carIng for 
lights, fog signals, painting. c1~an
ing and so on . Thcse mcn are gIl-en 
nOl onl\' their week a, hore bUl a 
special allowance for food . in addi
lion , Their pet slogan ha ' become: 
"Join a JiO'ht-ship and see the rest 

" " of the II' 0rld go by, , 
The toughest Li(Ththousc erl'lce 

job in recent year ha, be n to 
make. la 'ka afe for Shlpp111g and 
a OTeat many million dollar - have 
be~n spent putting in radiobeams 
and concrete fog-signal stations , 

(COl/lilli/cd frolll Page ~) 

ock. .'\nother sailor find!', it con
\'en ient in recording gi r1:;' tele
phone numbers, sinc!' he ha a, hort 
memory, And then ,t'here IS the 
classic tory of the sailor who had 
the word and music of "\Yhere I 
?-h \\'andering- Boy Tonight?" tat
tooed on his chest; he found it use
ful. when in a foreign port where 
his command 0 f the language was 
slight. to remove his shirt and stand 
11\: the piano of ::t local ~Iance h~11 
\\:hile the piani, t played hI. favonte 
t1111e. 

Older eamen will tell you of 
the one-t1111e popularity. for tat
tooing decorations. of C:harles Dana 
Gibson's famou. drall'111g' of \\'0-

man: The Eternal Questilln :'Ihrk. 

Some 0 [ the old silent screen 
actresse like Uary Pickford, Theda 
Bara and Mabel X orman are tat
tooed indelibh' on manly seafarer' 
chests , 13m I;earts-whether bleed
in" or ent winecl, are 110 longer the 
fa~'orite theme for anatomical deco
ration. So weep for the lost art of 
tattooing- for neveI: again ,will the 
ail or record ulon hIS body 111 blue, 

greens. rcds and yellow~, t1:e story 
of his loves and hates. hIS trIumph, 
his religion and his patrioti m----:-he 
finds other forms of cI f-expresslOn 
t'oday in 'wing music, writing 
poetry . or doing jig- all' puzzles , 

• C l.;". 1I'lf _&.. • _ _ .I." C!JppQ./t. c:PCAfL' fTUTUI.J{.l... 

(COI/lillllcci frolll Page 5) 

said : "Cheer up, boys; it',s ~ 
prophecy- it's the bow ~f pron1lSe, 

On June 15th, they SIghted land , 
Some Kanaka swam out and took 
the boat ashore, Some white mcn 
brotwht the starving men water and 
fruit~. and prel'ent-ec1 those II'ho 
would ha\'e eaten too much from 
doing '0, Mark Twain conclude : 
"Jt is an amaz1l1g adventure. In 
OIlC extraordinary detail-the l1r
vil'al ot every person in ~he hoat:-
it probably stands alol1~ 111 ,the hIS-
tory of adventures o~ Its k1l1d , 
\ Vith ten clays' prOYI ' IOI1S CaptaIn 
:\ I itchell pedor1l1ed this 1l1e1l1orable 
yo\'ao'e of forty-three day, and 
ci";ht"hour - in al{ open boat. sailing 
fO~l1' thou and mile: in reality and 
thirtl,-three hundrecl and sixty by 
di reet course, . and brought every 
man afe to land, The two other 
boat IYere never hearcl from," 

.\s I went duwn by SOllth Street piers 
1 lingered in my going 

To Illcll the mell of tar and smoke 
and feel the alt \\'ind blowing, 

To hear the cables fret and creak and 
the rope ti I' and sigh 

( hipmatc, my hipmate 1) a in days 
g-one by, 

- ECILY Fox- ')UTIl, 



RIVALRY ON THE ATLANTIC 
By Command er W. Mack Angus 

(CEC) U.S.N. 
Lee Furman, Xel\' York, 1939. $3.50 

Part oi the story oi man's 1ll:\'cr-l'ndillg' 
quest fo r spc:c:d i, the history of tile 
record passages by Illercllalll \'e~s<.:l 
acros the ,\tlalltic, Great steamship 
lines ha\'e risen alld fallen in the ,truggle 
for the mythical Blue Hibb 11. a s)'mbol ic 
n:ward ior the fastl·:t crossing" COIll
mander . ngus re\'iews the hi,tllry oi 
the,.: liners. starting with the 'IRIUS a 
\\'ooden hulled paddle I at which ero:;, ed 
in 18 and one half days in 1838, clown to 
the QUEE:\, :'L\RY, which one hundred 
yea rs later, took only 3 days and 2U 
hour, RI\ ' ALRY O:\' THE ,\1'L\;-..J-
1'1 gi\'(~:; a clear account of the I>cean 
steamer. .\Ithough much oj the book is 
technical, the general reader will bl.! 111-

terl'sted in the talc of great ships and 
great men and the ob,taclcs the)' o \'t' r
came, Commander, \nAus al 'o pro\'ide, 
some excell ent table,; on fa:;t passage, 
acro,s the ,\tlantic and lln principal di
mensions of famous . tlantic steamers, 

I. :'1. A, 

"SAILING TO SEE" 
Picture Cruise in the Schooner Yankee. 

Xorton. 1939, $3,5U 
This linly description of thc second 

\'oyage around the wodd of the chooner 
"Yankee" is ilhbtraled \I ith ahout 300 
splendid photograph, taken by members 
of th.: crell' . all oj whom \\'ere amateurs 
except the cook! The story of their ad
,'entures make, exciting reading; they 
sai led far to see such ports a , Ea tel' 
Island. Pitcairn. som~ oj the Galapagos 
group, and finally back tu Gloucester. 
Amateur sailor o r not, there is no ques
tion as to the excellent seaman,hip of the 
skipper. and the beauty of the illustrations 
attests the sk ill of the young photog
rapher., A, \V. C. 

I RAN AWAY TO SEA AT FIFTY 
By Mary Sheridan Fa hnestock 

IIarcuurt, Brace. Ncw York. 1939. $.2.50 
This is the , tory of a grandmother 

who sai led through the South Pacific 
\\'ith her t\\'o sons, Becoming part of 
the crew of a oS iOOI schoonel' at fiftv 
is not usually a woman's adventure In;t 
:'fary 'h(:Ticlan Fahncstod, had the time 
of her Ii fe. Ancl though the . tory of the 
South Seas has be('n often told. thi 
time it has a new \·i\'irlnes5. Here arc 
the details that mcn forget. how they 
planned the ioo(1. the gifts of shells and 
f1ow(,rs brought her by the nati\'e, . stories 
of the hospita lity oj the peopl on tl1<' 

Casting Off. 
Piloto by Rutil C, C u"hmaJl, 

i,lands. :'1r5. Fahnc tock lOok part al ' 0 

in tht! rcal ad\'elltures oj the trip. Di\'ing 
for pearls in the shark riddcn \\'aters off 
Penrl1\'n has a nel\' excitcment when 
een til rough the eyes 0 f a mother \\'atch

ing her , on$ flick thc shark; al\'ay \\'ith 
little white rags. :\'ot the lea,t interest
ing part of the story is her trip homc 
!!l . \nH~l'ica aftel' leal'ing thc boys in the 
Fiji Islands. Using the pear), as bribes 
ancl presents. she traded hel' way in a 
thrilling. nCl'\'c-\\,racking game hal f -\\'ay 
around the \\'orld ( 0 hel' Long Tsland 
home. 

r. :'1. . \ . 

NEW YORK CITY GUIDE 
Prepa red by Federal Write rs' Project 

of W. P. A. 
Random HOLlse, ~3,OO 

Then' have b<:en good guitles (0 :\ e\V 
York it\, and bad onl's. hut the writers 
oj thl' ~e\\' York City Guide ha\'c g i\'en 
both visitor, ancl nat in:: )[e\\' Yorkers one 
of the best, The book covers not onlv 
~lanhattan but the other jour borough , a's 
\n,·11. and no material. ho\\'c\'cr minute. 
which would be of \,alul' to s()m~one is 
excluded. ,\ chaptl' r is dc\'()tcd tn the 
\\'"rld's Fair and there arc thirty-nine 
maps tll cnable one to go there or <lny
\\ here clse in the city \\'ithout difficulty. 

The authors take one from Harlcm to 
Times Square - from Fifth :-\venue to 
the lo\\' r East . ide, The \\'ork of the 
Seaml'n 's Churc h T nsti(ute of N e\\' York 
is mentioneci and the ill u:trations inclucic 
picturcs of it and oj other falllOu ' points 
on historic ,outh ,treet. . \n inqui sitive 
reader could find no more graph ic account 
of )[ e\\' York. nor an)' clearer guide 
through its intricacies and to its wonders, 

E, E , K. 

,f .ul PM tf" Photo 
A Million Meals Serve d Annua lly in t he Insti t ute's Cafeteria 

Principal F acts About the Seamen's Chur ch 
Institute of New York 

I t i ~ the largest institution for merchant seamen in the \\ url d . 

- I t \\ (1:-- j() ltn ueu in 1.'34: in 1X43 bui ll a floating church and h;t ... n,)\\, 
"Tllwn to (1 mudern. thirtccn "tllr) "hore hcac1IJuarter .. 

. II If t' I I' , ( )r ll".I J1i z.a t jlJll fllr .lct i\ t: "ca-It i __ a partla ) se -suppor mg ~\t: ; ll t' ", 

mcn \\ hll ll ced iril'lId hip, gUIdance . rCCH'a t icJIl and cl1H'rgcllcy 
lin:tncia l hel p. 

It prm icle a complete shore community fo r t~ow,a t1 d:-- Il~ "di
re, peet ing-'amt:n each day. It is h () lIl e, po (o ll .lce, afe, lt brary, 
em plo) IIll'nt Illtrcau, d ini e , c lu], anu churd, cUJ11l>lJ1ed . 

- It is "pell (II active seamen of all national~ties, a lthough ' ight: pel'
('c nt of t he men l' n cd a re \ l11c r iC lll CI(l zen" from cn: ry :LI\l' 111 

t he LJn inn . 

- It befriend" ship apprentice boys fro1l1 ill r eig'lI C()U ll tri~ ... :1ntl hUIl

drcd ~ of A. l1l l·riea ll cadet 1.'1 e r,\ year. 

[ t in:o; ti t tl il'd free radio medical service j Ill' -;h iy: al :-;C:1, thereb~ 
:--ayi n g' htlndred Ilf .,caJl1ell ' ., Ii, e", ill '!1lergcIlClc, 

Il instigatl'd Iegi:--iatiull rel}uiring' first-aid examinations fill' n el Y 
.,h ip" IJ n'ieer "btai n ing a Il ccn e. 

I t ha~ tra ilH'd /)\ 'r 4,000 seam en in il l\ l ncil;lllt :\Taril1l' ~dlll,,1 alld 
hl'lJll'd thclI1 to hl'tter 1",.,ili'JlJ'. 

It has ,1'0 ;111 aHili,ttl' 11ll' :-;'H·it'l.' illr e:1ll1l·1t· ... l hiIdrl'Il. 3u I\a) 
. (rcpt. . (atl'Il I .,land. 

II cooperates fully \\ ith nthl·r ,ea!1ll'Il' ",clfar(' ;LS'encie:-. I,ut hOllld 
n, t l,e CII1tilt'lC) \1 ilh .. illlr.,' :Illlg Ilarl",r. the 11Il!' cndo\\ cd hOI1l' 
"II ..... t<llen 1 .. la11<1 jill' retired .,I';tiarl'r ... 
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