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WITH all sai ls set, the three
mas ted auxiliary schooner 

"Vema." , one of thc fin est American 
yachts until recently converted into 
a U. S. :YIaritime COl11mis ion train
ing ship and one of the large t sail
ing ve sels still in active service, 
lei t N ew York on ugllst 18th on 
her first week's crui e with almost 
100 apprentice seamen on board. 
The ve el is attached to the Com
mi ion's training station at Hoff
man Island in New York Harbor. 
Clearing the Narrows, the " V ema/' 
pread her 14,000 quare feet of 

white canvas and headed to sea. 
The "Vema/' was transferred to 

the Maritime Commission by her 
owners, Mr. and I\Irs. G. Unger 
Vetlesen , of 1 Beekman Place ::\few 
York City, for $1. on February 18, 
last. Luxurious passenger cahins 
were replaced by quarters for 100 
trainees. 

Under the command of Lieut. 
Harold rthl11' Morri son of the 
U. S . Coast Guard which admin
isters the U . S. ~Iaritime Service 
for the Commission. the schooner 
will make hort sea crui ses to train 
apprentices in the funclamentals of 
eamanship a. part 0 f their H off

man I sland course. The Commi s-
ion ha another famoll ailing 

shi p, the square rigger "]OS{' PII 

Conrad" . makin rr similar crui ses ou t 
of the Comllli. ion ' tation at St. 
P etersburg, Florida. 

The (. TT (! 111 a" is eq'uipped wi th a 
780 horscpower Diesel Illotor to do 

10 knots. Howcyer, sail will be 
used whenever the wind will drive 
the vessel. Using both sail and 
motor, M I'. Vetlesen in 1932 in the 
"Ve11la" made a record run from 
Montauk Point, Long I land, to 
Bi shop' s l,-ock, England, in ten 
days, 21 hOllrs . 

The "Vema" was built in Copen
hagen for Edward F. Hutton in 
1923 and was named the Husar. 
She is 533 gross ton , 202 feet 
overall and 33 feet beam. It has 
bcen estimated that the yessel was 
worth $100,000 when received by 
thc :'Iaritimc Commission from her 
generou and patriotic owners. 

Recently renovatcd by enrollees at 
the maritime training shops at Hoff
man Island. the schooner will be 
u ed to instill the old- fashioned kind 
of seaman hip. Apprentice eamen 
will be taught to handle lines and 
sail a ship, and will disembark 
(we trust) with "each hair a rope
yarn. fingers like marlin pike and 
agile as monkeys". 

The executive officer is Ch. Bos'n 
Harold Hansen, U.S .c.G. The ves
sel also carrie a crew of about 15 
men, 1110. t of them petty officers , 
and inclucling an engine room force 
off our men. 

Each student at Hoffman Island 
\\'ill spend one month of hi s seven
months course ahoard the" V {' ma." . 
Each time the ves el makcs a crui se, 
half the crew will bc replaced ; thu .', 
half will posscss the experi ence of 
one \'oyage while the remainder 
are making their first. 



'YflRn. .of-, l:JuL CDfWIJ1J4.. * 
E~ilor's NOle : Spar:e. doe~ 1I0t perlllit liS .10 r eprillt Ihe elllire tntie/e abolll 
Bllllsh ,1Jer cholll i 'W,'Y Cill b III Ih e lllslllllie will ch was publish ed 0 S Ihe 
AIIYllsl 3rd, II I Ihe .Vew Y ork Tilll cs Jlaf/a:: ill c. Th ere appeared (/Iso a:~ cJI~;I:I~y, 
011 lit e ,1/cl! .0J Ihe COIIVOYS wlticlt collc/lld,'d as fo/lo'1."s: 'nul 

. II, IS Ihe slar)' of II.ICII froll: GhIS!JOW, LiverpooL alld tlt e CIJ'de- 'seall lclI 
~O lll, JOIIIIY lIIell, Imls 11/ Ihclr teells . . . 1101 1IIIICh 10 look 01; a bi l 011 t l /( 
10llgh SIde, shl/'Is ope II al th e Iltroat, fa ces " ed Wllh 051111 (/Ild w ealher '-IIII'11 
'1..,ho do 1101 hke to be called It~roes, bul who arc servillg with stubboYll, allllost 
casllal cO llrage 111 lit e frolll IlIIe of tile bailie 10 defelld delll ocracy." 

By ~eyer Berger 
... The room was long and gray. self. "You can talk to this man," he 

B:ight chintz. tirred re tIc -sly at open said . "It' quite all right." 
WIndows, maklllg. and brcakJl1g hot ~n The young officer nodded. "Bcen 
lanc~ on the hIed floor . The dID1 here a fortnight," he said quietly. "\\'c 
hghtJl1!?, somehow, uggested peace had a bit of a bump." The bit of bun 
and qUIet. "Smoke Gets in Your Eyes" it developed, was a torpedoing in mi& 
drooled softly from the corner radio, 1\ tlantic. 
bare!y. competing with the seamen's They all tol~ their . tories this way, 
COI1\ CI satlOnal murmur. . . '~Ithout herOICS or sensationalisl11. 

The m cn of the Bntlsh merchant 1\ orman Mitchell, a huge Canadian ab-
nay)" sat at round mahogany tables .. " sorbed in a billiard match in the game 
T.hey didn't seem much to look at; a room was, for example, "nudged" twice 
bJl on the rough SIde, hlrts open at on one trip. A grinning Scottish lad 
the throat, faces red with sun and ""ith tained buck teeth and button 
weather.. nose said, "J erry gied us boom ps-a-

The club, our g~lde told us, opened daisy an' fanncd u ." He meant his 
latc last March WIth Lord Halifax as hIp was torpedoed and the boats ma-
guest of honor. Tlte SpaciOIlS, ?//Odenl chine-gunned. 
1'0011105 w er e. dOllaled by the Sr,alllell's A tall, gaunt man joined our group 
Chllrch lllst/lllie. FlII.lds .for runmng the at a long- table. His left eye and left 
club ~o l11e frol11 contnbutlOns. . templc hid lIndcr a fn~sh white m ttnn 

BritIsh merchant ship offIcers and patch. . . It tllrned Ollt he had been 
crews relax in the clubrooms while fished from the sea "'ith a head wound 
theIr. yesscls. take on cargo or undergo and landed in X cw York two days be-
repaIrs . It IS a spot of home for sea- fore. ''Liverpool man" the button-nosed 
men thou sands of miles from England. Scotti sh boy explain~d. "He's drinkin' 
The volunteer women who work in a little toast to hi luck. Good lad." 
the club talk the seamen's dialects, Bctween the dart boards in the cl ub 
know their habit. and fancies. game room a rhymed sign warns sca-

The women gct to know the faces; men against loose talk. It says : 
watch for them every time fresh con- If JI01I'~'e news of OilY mll'nitions, 
voys come to the harbor. Sometimcs, Keep il dark; 
they tcll you sadly, you mi s a boyish Ships or plal/e or Iroop positiolls, 
facc or two. Y ou dOll't ask que tions. K eep it dark. 
Thc British have a way of conveying Lives are lost Ihrollgh conversatioll . 
thought by utter si lence. Here's a lip for lite dllration, 

Our gUide thought we ought to know TVhen you've private informa/joll 
something about thc British eaman's Keep il dark . 
slant on things. He said: "I wouldn't The men heed this. \Vhile they' re 
lay it on about their being heroes. friendly enough, they don't talk abou t 
They don't go for that. They're 1110stly their OWIl experiences. Their stori es 
modest chaps." come through merchant navy official s. 

Th is was heer understatement. The Some day, when peace comes, th cse 
fir s t man to "'hom we spoke was a will make legends that future gencra-
young radio officer, a clean-faced boy tion will doubt. 
harely in his twenties, a Portsmouth ... One story is prctty much like 
College graduate. \ Ve w-ondered what the next. Third Officer McVickcr of 
keDt him ashore. . the lincr Britannia, after his sh ip went 

He slowly turn~d hIS eyes toward the down, crowded eighty seamen into a 
gray wall. A Ign there aid "Don't lifeboat meant for only fifty. A good 
H.clp the Enemy. Careless Talk fay part of the crew bore Nazi machin e-
GIve Away Vital Secrets:" C?ur gt:ide gun bullet wounds. They died of th eir 
caught the gesture. He Identified 111m- wounds, and of thirst, one by one, as 

• Excerpts from an article in THE KEW the boat steered threc weeks toward 
YORK TIMES MAGAZINE, Au~u. t 3, 1941. Brazil. \ Vater was doled out a spoon-

British and American Seam en join in making 
ben efit of Bundles for . Bri ta in and the 

fu l a man each day. Only forty sur
vived, including fiftcen Hindus and 
Lascars. You'see some of them at tea 
timc in the club. They do not talk of 
their experiencc, when they mention it 
at all, as somcthing extraordinary . 
"Part of the job," they tell you. The 
I ndians are gravely silent. 

Sometimes emotionalism betrays a 
British seaman, but you never en
counter self-pity, A case in point in
volved a stoker from the Penzance. 
He and six of his mates wcre taken 
from the water by the crew of the 
Blairmoor in mid-Atlantic after their 
ship was torpedoed . Some of them 
were burned; some were crippled. 
They had stayed at their posts in the 
fire room, according to tradition, to 
t r im fires after the hip wa torpedoed. 
A board the Blairmoor a econd tor
pedo found them. This time they were 
taken frolll the water by a Swedish 
freighter. 

A t their first meal ashore the Pen
zance mate hoisted hi glass to toast 
thc 10 t shipmates. Thc little Pcnzance 
stoker, his soiled sweat rag round his 
neck, tried to look away. Tears rolled 
down his cheeks. Thc other survivors 
pretended they didn't notice. They 
said, "He'Jl be all right. Lo t 'is brother 
when we were hit. Went down with 
the ship." 

You find thc British seamen cager 
to talk about their women folk. ... 
"As fine a lot of women as ever 
breathed," they tell you. "They can 
stand up under anything." A Clycle 
man said, "You take myoId woman, 

Ships-in-Bottles sold at SOc each fo r t he joint 
Sea men's Chu rch Institu te of New York. 

Photo by A. E ... ·,' 

now. Last trip home I seen her turn 
to on them inccncliary bomb an' heave 
them out, quick as you think. Good 
girl, she is." 

He pointed across the room to a tall, 
dark man who sat alone at a corner 
table, near the maudl in radio. "Glas
gow man," he told us. "Four days out 
'i wife and three children were done 
in an air raid. Fireman, he is. Took 
it hard, as you'd expect, but he gcts on 
with his job." 

Day after day, trip after trip, these 
quiet men movc in and out of the club
room. :Mostly their talk is of home 
and of the wonders of N ew York City; 
of the few gifts thcy've picked up to 
carry back to Glasgow, or Liverpool. 
The g ifts are mo tly for their women 
folk-silk or nylon stockings; sugar, 
tea and coffee, hard candy for the 
children. 

They don't have much to spend. The 
volunteer workers who run the club
room, mostly British WQmen, arrange 
little trips for them. They go in groups 
to the Radio City motion picture pal
ace and gawk in silent wonder. 

Somctimes British families in the 
city invite them out for home dinner, 
two or three at a time. In the bars 
they keep watch on one another, re
membering that beer might loosen a 
man 's tongue. Most of thc time they 
lea"e off thcir "M "badges because 
pcople who ee the insignia are apt to 
a. k questions. 

The young Scot from Greenock likes 
the Bronx be t. It eemed an odd 
choice until hc explained he meant 



A British Seaman plays "Drumsticks" on the 
piano in the Merchant Navy Club. 

only that part of 138th Street that 
stretche between Brook and Willis 
Avenue. There's a Scottish colony 
along that part of 138th Street and a 
man gets the feel of home. On Sun
days the Bronx Scots go out to soccer 
and the convoy eamen take part. 

"I aimed two dollar last Sunday," 
the Greenock lad told us. "I played 
wi' one 0' your Edison teams an' 1 
got pay for it, not countin' the sport." 

The club serves tea every afternoon 
hetween 4 and 5 o'clock and the sea
men pour in from the waterfront for 
it. Their hostess is Mrs. ]. B. \Vilson, 
a London woman, wife of a member of 
the Maritime Board in London. Sea
men in for the first time, a little con
fused and muddled by New York ac
cents they hear in the street, always 
seem to brighten whcn they hear her 
voice. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays the club 
holds dance night. Volunteer workers, 
chiefly wOlllen engaged in British war 
relief in the city, come down to South 
Strect these nights to talk ",·ith and 
entertain the convoy crews. The place 
gets quite lively then and Glasgow, 
London and Liverpool accents give 
the rooms an Old Coulltry atmosphere. 

A dark-haired young English ai lor 
thought thcse partics might be more 
fun if he could get in. truction in Amer
ican dancing. "It'd give me more 
pleasure," he confided wistfully, "if I 
could gct the hang of your jitter-bug
ging. It's one of the things I prom 
ised to bring home with me." At the 
Tuesday and Thursday night parties, 

though, thc danccs are mostly L anl_ 
beth \\'alks and Boomps-a-Daisy . . . 

The club has a dental ervice too' 
Volunteer dentists fill cavities fr'ee of 
charge and in some cases make up full 
dentures for older British seamcn who 
have none. The club likes the tory 
of Gibbs, a Glasgow man ab out 5S 
years old, who, proud of his new teeth 
paraded them up vifth Avenue. H~ 
broke them in by miling at all the 
pretty ladies he passed. After a while 
though, the plates began to hurt. Gibb~ 
went back to his ship, parked the 
plates in a glass two hours before 
sailing, and returned to a South Street 
pub. 

Hours after the convoy had gone out 
on the harbor tide, Gibbs sh01Ncd up 
at the club, beery and repentant. "I'vc 
mi sed my ship," he told the hostess 
sadly, "an' illY dentures wi' it.·' T he 
hostess got in touch with the St. An
drew Society. The society produced 
train fare and Gibbs rolled north. A 
few days later the club got a letter 
f rOIll Canada. "You will be happy to 
learn," the letter said, "that I caugh t 
up with my sh ip and dentures at --." 

The men a lways keep the radio 
turned on in the club room, from open
ing at II A. ~L until II o'clock at 
night, when the club closes. "There's 
something about the music," one of the 
older men told us, "that keeps you 
aware you're a hore. It's a kind of 
reassurance, though half the time you 're 
not really listening." 

The men don't have radios aboard 
ships. The Greenock Scot said, 
"They'll give you away by their squeal, 
d'ye mind?" Most of the time on th e 
sea the men sleep in full kit, ready to 
take to the boats if they're bumped. 
The big Canadian, Mitchell, showed 
us his shoes; soft leather slippers that 
zip up the front. He said they're the 
best. Heavy boots are apt to take a 
man down when he puts over the 
side .... 

\Ve sat in the great room and 
watched them with strange fascination. 
A man would pass them by in th e 
street and never look twice. They'rc 
quite ordinary .... 

One at our table was a big-bellied 
Cockney well in his fifties. No man 
e\'er looked less a hero. Sweat poured 
down his face and pIa tered hi thin 
hair. He was pop-cyed. Our guide 
introduced him; said he had been 
picked up two days before, one of a 
few survivors of a freighter sinking. 
Like the rest he kipped over the de
tails .. . . "It won't help 'em," he told 
us. "'E cahnt do us in. \ Vc'll come 
out atop, don't think we won't." 

Radio remarks by Mrs. Emory S. Land, 
sponsor , on the occasion of the christen
ing of the British Merchant ship "Ocean 
Vanguard" at the yards of the Todd
California Shipbuilding Corporation . 
Richmond, California. Saturday, August 
16, 1941, at 4 :45 P.M. Pacific Standard 
Time. 

IT . IS a great privilege to h.e here 
toclay and to take part In the 

naming cerell10nie of thi ' symbolic 
ship. 

Congratulations to the Todd
Cali Cornia Shipbuilding Corpora
tion and to even' _ merican who 
has \\'orked .0 \;'c11 to build thi 
great Ship for Britain. Sturdily 
and \Yell a YOll have fashioned her, 
may he pr~ve her name-a leader 
of a continuing line - helping to 
carrvon .\merica'· pledge of all aid 
to Britain in her \'aliant batt Ie. 

0(('011 T al/gllard-the name ring, 
trtl~. and sound: hope for the f u
ture and the freedom of the seas
not the Atlantic alone. but all seas 
oi all the \\'orld-.\ll must be left 
open for free and fri<:n~l1y intcr
course among all peoples-! 

The Fifteenth Annual Convention 
of the Propeller Club of the United 
States will be held at the Fairmont 
Hotel. San Francisco, California, 
from October 21 1 to 24th_ LOOK
OUT readers who reside in Cali
fornia may be interested in auend
in" the mornin~ and afternoon pub
lic ses ions of the America n Mer
chant Marine Conference, to he held 
on Thur day, Ottober 23rd. Amo~g 
prominent spcakers will b~ Captam 
Howard L. Vickcl'y, J. LeWIS Lucken
bath, President, American Bureau of 
Shipping, Chairman of American 
Merchant Marine Conference Com
millee' Real' Admiral A. H. Van 
Kcurel;. Ass't Chief, Bureau of Ships, 

Tavy Department; H. Gerri h mith, 
Presidenl, ational Council of Amer· 
ican Shipbuilder; Frank J. Taylor, 
President, American Merchant Marine 
Tnstitute, Incorporated; Rear Adm iral 

Vall holds promise of 'hips C0111-

ing on, more ships - a thousand 
more to fullow this-the forerunner. 
)'allgllard - the fir t of the new 
ships to help guarcl the civilizatio1l 
of the \\'orlel against aggressors. 

_ \nd la. t, and happily, the name 
holds in its center a great "V" )'111-

hoI of \-ictory-that ultimate victory 
to which millions 0 f people, hclel in 
virtual serfdol11 in deva tated lanels, 
are desperately pinning their faith 
-that Victory for which we \\'ork 
and pray. 

Sir . \ rthur alter-tu yuu as the 
representative of Great Britain-my 
gratitude for the honor of standing 

ponsor for this ship-may she truly 
lead hosts 0 f . hips to guard the Ii f e 
1 ine 0 f your beloved COllntry so 
that agail;- and always- your great 
Poet r .aureate may sing: 

"***out of the elarknes. 
there \Va light-

There in the sca \\'cre England 
and her ships." 

Emory S. Land, USN Retired, Chair· 
man U. S. Marit im e Commission; 
Rear Admiral R. R. Waesche, Com
mandant , U. S. Coast Guard, Wash
ington. 

Captain Thoma A. Scott, rational 
President i a member of our Board 
of Managers, and several of the taA' 
of the Seamen's Church In tillite of 
New York are members of the Pro
peller CIuh, which is doing a fine 
piece of co n tructive educational 
work in awakening the Americ'an 
public to the importance of our 
American mercllant mal'ine and its 
personnel. The need for coordinated 
effort in the marine industry was 
never so neces~ary a at the )lre~ent 
time. We are glad to pay tribute 
to the Propeller Cluh for it efforts 
in helping our military and economic 
defense. 
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EIGHTEE~-YE \H.-OLD Peter 
Croxford IVa Oil lookout duty 

in the crow's ne t of the Briti h 
merchantman S1tSSex, bound for 
Englanel, with a full cargo. At six
thirty-five A. M. he aw a Nazi 
plane coming over the horizon. He 
notified the captain and a ked what 
he was to do. The captain ordered 
him to stay put-he had a bettcr 
chance of dodging bombs in the 
crow's 11 e t than 011 deele 

The rest of the story was related 
by Peter from his bed at Long 
Island College Hospital, Brooklyn, 
where he spent several months re
covering f rom the effects 0 f being 
blown out of the crow's nest by an 
exploding bomb. So let Peter tell 
it : 

"In a moment the plane dove at 
om ship. It came to within fifty 
feet of the mast, then zoomed up
ward. I couldn't see the bomb drop, 
but I sure felt it. The first thing 
I knew I felt my elf lifted into the 
a ir by the explosion. Everything 
went black for a minute, and then I 
felt myself fa ll inC)'. I grabbed for 

the fir t thi ng ~ saw. It was a piece 
of rope. Luckd y, the r?pe \\'a one 
of the guy wire 1't1l1l11ng between 
thc mast and the deck. It brokc 111v 
fa ll and snapped me back to ill,. 
senses . 1 swung around for a lllili
ute or so, some eighty feet above 
the deck, then I managed to get 1l1) 

feet hooked into the ladder on the 
sidc of the 111ast. It wasn't hard 
to get down fr0111 there." 

Although shakcn by this experi
ence, Peter helped man an anti
aircra ft gun and aided his shipmates 
in putting out a fire raging on the 
ship. He was badly burned . lIis 
heroism under fire has earned for 
him the medal of the Order 0 £ the 
British Empire and also Lloyd's 
medal. These honors will be COll 

ferred upon him when he rcaches 
England. As we go to pre s we 
learned that Peter had succe s full\' 
\I'on a fight that frightened hil11 
more visibly than his round with 
the Nazi raidcr. The surgeons re
moved fragments of bomb splinters 
f rom his arm and pronounced him 
once more an "able-bodied" seaman . 
The stiffness that lingered in hi s 
ar111 after the operation worried him, 
so he exercised it continuouslv. ,\ s 
he tarted happily off for the ship 
on which he wa signed to return 
to England be remarked to some oi 
his friends that he hoped he \I'ould 
have nerve enough to tand up 
calmly when King George decorated 
him with that medal. 

EXTRA GIFTS! 
You are probably helpin g 

America's defense in many \\'ays, 
perhaps even sacrificing a great deal. 
\\' e all have a COl1lmon obligation 
and responsibility . \Ve earnestly 
hope that you \\'ill help the Institute 
to carryon its important services 
and thus maintain the morale 0 £ 
these scafarers. As YOll know, in
creased prices for food and com
modities are taxing our budget. 0 

we trust that you will renew your 
annua l contribution and scne! a little 
"extra" gift whenever pos ible. 

('C omc H'illd, COIIIC 'Weather, 
The ships 1Illtst sail 1" 

If you live far from the sea, you 
can still hear its roar when you 
place a sea- hell to yom ear . If you 
Jive near the ocean, you under
~tand ho\\' varied are its moods. It 
can be calm, and peaceful, and the 
next moment a raging tyrant. To 
the eafarer, the changeable moods 
or the ea are it ch ief charm-and 
al 0 its chief danger. 

The seaman' calling, in peace or 
in war, is a hazardous one. He 
must . face the danger of stor111, 
coll ision, stranding as a part of his 
job. Since the war, he ha braved 
the added perils 0 f mine, torpedo 
and bomber. Yet the ships must 
sail, cargoes J11 11 t move, commerce 
llluSt continue-come wind, come 
weather, come raider, come sub
marine! 

.. 'ailill{J ullder scalad orders"
Such is the experience of the men 

of the convoys. 0 £ten flying a red 
nag, meaning explosive aboard, 
these ship. zirrzag across the ocean, 
and their crew.' carryon, rcalizing 
that any m0111cnt an cnemy raider or 
submarine may send them to Davey 
Jones's Locker. 

"The merchant marine i one 0 f 
those seniccs which ha. a dual i nnc
tion. In time 0 [ peace it 'crves the 
C011lmerce of the nat ion, in time 0 f 
emergency it serves the armed 
forces. It should be large enongh 
to serve hoth; COl11merce 111USt not 
. top even in an emergency. \ \' orld 
developments have forced tiS against 
our will into a period 0 f emergency 
and thc merchant ships 0 f this 
cotlntry are now sen'ing the Navy, 
thc • r111y and the industrial plants 
\\'hich are building om weapon of 
defen e . .. Our seamen and officers 
are doing their jobs efficiently and 
are glad of the opportunity." (REAH 
. \n.\JlRAL E~lORY '. L\l\'D, Chair-
71Iall U. S. Maritilll e C01llIllission.) 

A hore in the Port of New York 
come thousands of mercham seamen 
of all faiths and all nationalities to 
the SE \:\IEN'S CEURCl I 1:\
STlTUTE OF NEW YORK for 
sa f e anchorage, comfortable lodging 
and a friendly \I'c!come. As always, their country by tran porting copper, 
the Institute continues to welcome mangane e, chrome ores and other 
American eamen who are . crving important defen e materials. 

Please send contributions to the 
SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 
25 South Street New York, N. Y. 

Three survivors of a torpe doed crew g et news from home . 
Photo 1>.\1 i\1ari,' Hi{Jo i".~oll 



JltuJJJL $.fvwialJ. fin SJla~ 
By the Rev. Harold H. Kelley, D.O. 

Iidilor's NOlr: Fol/oh'ill9 are excerpls care-o was at the extreme I 
fr01ll a. radIO address nlClde by Ihe I . ~ )OW, yet 
fllslllllie s /Jlreclor ot'er Sialioll TVMCA t 11S, too hot in ummer and bit-
011 Seple1llber 91h. 1II1drr 11/(: allspiel's of terly cold in winter, by C01111110n 
Ihe Xep } 'or/~ Tllberclliosis alld /l eallh consent wa. a good enough . fo'c' sle" 
.' /ssociulioll . [or the crew! The cheapest an e! 

THE eafarer is heir to about the 1110 t monotonous food often must 
ame ill s as humans ashore, but needs be carri ed frolll the galley 

aggravated by his wandering exist- forward on a cold c1eck to be eaten 
ence. That 'eal11cn are not ' icker at one's bunk- ide. Few knew, and 
more of the time must be due to fewer ca red about balanced rati on. 
i.heir llllll 'ually rugged physiques, in those dark days, and scurvy and 
io1' they are a carefully selected per- a variety of stomach ailments were 
sonnel, both ph)' ically and men- the lot of too many of those old 
tally. Seamcn today arc not mere crews. Accidents were C0111111 011 
casna l \\'ho have hipped becanse and it wa. the lucky ship in th~ 
they were failures ashore, or be- gold rLl 'h days to ali [orn ia which 
cause of row at home. In all c1e- did 110t ha\'e men laid up wi th 
partments on sh ipboard, seamen are broken arms or legs, not to mention 
ski lled arti ~n, for the most part some lost o\'e rboard from ala [t 
proud o[ theIr trade, while furling ail in dark and dirty 

However, for the best apprecia- weather. The only and most hal)
tion of today's sh ipboard health, hazard medical care ",as that given 
one need go full speed a 'tern by the Captain, usually with no 
through but a generation or two of specifi c training, From his medicine 
maritime hi story, The olcl wind- chcst he might or might not admi n
ships, romantic as they were in song iter the right potion. For Cll1,' and 
and story, pro\' icled but little of hroken bones he had but little to 
~ 111 [ort in eating, leeping or work- work with, and hideous are the 
mg, and mallY of the ear ly steamers stori es of necessary amputations 
were no better. The lea ·t accessible with just the carpenter's sal\' and a 
ane! mo;;t u, ele 's 'pace fo r sheath kni fe. n(l pity the poor 

Dr. Hugh Hodge treats a Sea man in the 
Gen e,, 1 Me dical Clinic. 

Plloto b.\' J\[arir lIiflOi llS(H1 

sailor ufi'cring [ro111 a toothache! 
Pliers or a quick yank \\·i th a heavy 
twille might pull the ailing grinder , 
or po ibly some old and quite un-
terile forceps might be on board, 

sllch as have occasionally tl1rned up 
in unclaimed baggage at the Sea-
111(1)'S In titute. 

Today the story is brighter. Steam 
and Die. el motors virtually have 
driven the beauti [uloId squarl'
riggers f r0111 the seas, and with 
them most of the health hazards. 
Improve1l1ent in Ii \'ing condition s, 
sllch as the enlargement and re
locating of fo'c'sles. with fewer men 
to a roo III , better yentilation and 
heating. and cvcn air-conditionin g', 
gradually have been accomplished 
through the foresight of the owner,; 
a 11(1 the various seamen's uni on,; 
and. mo. t recentlv, the United 
Slates l'I1aritim C~1l1111ission. The 

unlicensed men on mall)' of the 
newest ships today li\'e, and Cluite 
deservedly, far bettcr than did many 
an officer or even passenger a gen
eration or two ago. The com1llis
sary i incomparably better, thank 
first to a minimum menu adopted 
by Congres in 1915. Food for the 
entire crew, officers and men alike, 
is drawn i rom the same stores, is 
plentiful and properly balanced, of 
cour e the fo undation of good 
hcalth . 

Great progress also has been made 
in accident prevention. Seldom need 
a man climb th e rigging whi le at 
sea, and never under conditions 
comparable to the old \I'ind-jam
mers . Everywhere, deck, galley or 
engine room, accident prevention is 
stressed , Men are taught, by rules, 
company posters and even hy very 
clever cartoons, such as tho e in 
"The Pi lot", of the rational ~Iari
time U ni on, to take no chances of 
injury. Due to thi s, and the greater 
care with which today's crews are 
selected, also the strict physical 
examinat ions before hippinO', sick
ne s and accidents among today' 
seamen are greatly r educed . 

Health serv ices for modern sea
men fall con\'eniently into shipboard 
and shore. For sh ipboard, due to 
a Federal ruling in 1922 at the in
stance of the Seamen's Church In-
titute of )lew York, and enacted 

into a law in 193 1, every candidate 
for a li cense must pass an examina
tion in First A id and the emergency 
care of the ick and injured, which 
mean that nearly all of today's 
officers have been trained in ele
mentary medicine. To assist in this 
shipboard health service, the In ti
tute publi hes a manual on fir. t a iel, 
as does also the United States Puh
lic Health Service. The Merchant 
M arine chool of the Institute, 'with 
its complete general curriculum also 
helps medically through its course 
on First Aid, and illust rated lec
tmes are given at the Institute e\'
eral times each year by City and 
other health repre entatives, ~Iost 
passenger ships ca rry competent 
cloctors. and an important health 

The Institute's Eye Clinic is equipped with 
modern devices for measuring vision . Mrs. 

Elsie Latimer is the head nurse . 
Photo b_" Marie lIiggil/soll 

faci li ty on practically all ships is a 
special and well equi pped ho, pita!. 

In 1922, with practically all steam
er s equipped with radios and trained 
operator s, the Seamen's Church 1n-
titute of 1\ew York initiated a verv 

beneficial hipboarc1 health sen'ice 
through its o\\'n radio station, 
K ,D.K.F. Ships were in\'ited to 
radio for medical advice if crew 
member were injured or ick. Di
agnosi s and direction f r0111 the 
U nited States Public Health er
vice \\'ere radioed back, and of ten 
a series of que tions and answer
specl het\\'een ship and shore, result
ing in the sav ing of Ii fe and the 
recoyery of the pat i nt. D islocated 
bone arc a f requcnt source 0 f 
trouble, as evidenced by the follQ\\,
ing radio message from a tanker 
Captain to Port Arthur, Texas: 
t, _ ailor ahoard dislocated right 
shoulder. Considerahle pain, Can 
you gIve us Coast Guard or Health 

en'ice as istance?" The reply 
crackled through the ether to the 
sh ip's Captain: "Lay sailor Aat on 
deck. Take your shoe off and place 
your heel in armpit of sai lor. Grasp 
the hand of the di located arm and 
pull outwards sli ghtly, Bone will 
probably slide into the socket. Then 
bind arm to the side." 



Somctime a series of message 
beginning with the ship captain's 
description 0 f symptoms and diag
nosed by a Public Hcalth doctor as 
pneumonia results in a successful 
recovery as vouchcd for by the fol
lowing: "Patient improved. Thanks 
for your help." This service proved 
so valuable and thc calls so numcr
ou as to swamp the modest Insti
tute station and in 1923 the great 
Radio Marinc Corporation of Amer
ica undertook thc now famous radio 
IEDICO service, still with the co

operation of thc Federal health 
authorities, receiving and trans
mitting free of chargc thousand of 
messages. Today a sick or injured 
man on hipboard has almost as 
good a chance of rccovery as ashorc . 
HO\\'e\'er every effort i made to 
land a sick patient as soon as pos
sible. The nited State Coa t 
Guard, with its motto "Semi er 
Paratus", t. lway ready", often 
rushes cutters and even flying boats 
to transfer patients fr0111 off- horc 
ships to hospitals. An excellent il
lustration of the regard for human 
life on shipboard api eared in a New 
York Times article a few days ago 
~Iescrihing a destroyer leaving its 
Important po t in a convoy to rush 
one of it sailors back to England 
because 0 f an illne s too erious to 
treat on boarcJ. 

For health services a. hore, ,ea
farers are more fortunate than 
\Yorkers in most land trades, for 
their very lack of settlcment over a 
centllry ago forced the Federal Gov
ernment to cstabli h Marine 
Hospital or sub-stations. Since 
tOWI1 and county authorities de
clined to accept seamen as patients 
in their local tax-supported ho,
pitals, federal care wa, a nccessitv 
and ealllen were for thc fir 't time 
recognized as wards of the Gov
ernmcnt. For a time the Marine 
Hospitals werc partly supported h}' 
a wage as e" ment on scam en and a 
tonnaO'e tax on ves cl, but this 
burden to both sides, expensi\'e to 
collect, \\'as given up. The illarine 
H o. pitals, under the United State 
Public Health Service, have O'rown 

b 

and spread wonderfully, and during 
the last decadc many have bcc:n 
~'e-houscd in superb new buildings 
111 ports such as New York, Bal ti
more, San Francisco, etc. They are 
the last word in hospital faciliti es 
and medical care, and any active 
Amcrican scaman. 0 f any rating 
may be ~el~t from hi hip or apply 
for adml slon from hore, receiving 
free care. Out-patient care is al so 
provided. 

The :'larine Hospital cooperate 
fully of co'urse with other health 
agencies, particularly city, and with 
organized welfare and health asso
ciations. 

The eamen's Church Institute of 
K ew York, Illinisterino' as it cloes 
to the spiritual, mental and physical 
well-being 0 f merchant seamen, co
operates in every possible way with 
health services. Its Chaplains vi sit 
sick seamen in the Marine Ho pital s 
on Staten Island and Ellis I land 
and at other hospitals in the port. 
At the great 13-story Institute at 
25 South Street, ew York City, 
containing 1.600 bed, commis ary, 
welfare, recreational and educational 
facilities, as well as a beautiful 
Chapel, a complete clinical service 
is maintained, supplementing the 
public facilities and through giving 
immediate care not only has helped 
prevent more erious illne s on the 
part of seamen, but has done much 
to render seamen ready for employ
ment. In 1931 the Institute also estab
lished the first Eye Clinic exc1u-
in'h· for merchant seamen in thi . 

coun-try. Good eyesight is a primary 
requisite for a seaman, and he may 
be refused an officer's license if his 
vi ion becomes impaired. The fitting 
of proper glasses has restored con
fidence to thousands 0 f seamen and 
has permitted them to obtain better 
jobs. 

The Institute's Dental Clinic was 
established in 1931 and has averaged 
1,300 treatments a year. ?-lany com
panie send to this Clinic members 
of their ships' crews requiring den
tal treatment. 

\ \lith the e -tablishment 0 f an Ear
)J ose-Throat Clinic in 1933, fol-

lowed in 1936 by a Gvneral ;. IecJicaJ 
Clinic, the Institute became, in ad
clition to a complete shore com
munity for merchant eamen, a fully 
equipped health center. 

LOOKOUT reader ' who make a 
hobby of collecting stamps may 

be interested to kno\\' 1 hat the J n
s!itute ha been appointed cover 
agent for new mcrchant ships 0 [ 

the L;nited States. Cuba ;'lail, ?-Ioorc 
McCormack and . \merican South 
African Lines. These covers are 
carried on the maiden \'oyage of 
thc ve 'cis to fon:io'n ports. Each 
cachet has a picture of the ship, 
printed in two color, with the 
_ \merican flag- and the hou 'e flag 
intert\\·ined. 

Owing to the \\'artime emergency 
it is not po ' ible to ,tate definite 
ailing dates or de tinations of these 

ships, b11t a foreign stamp will be 
affixed to each cover. Readers de ir
ing 1Ich cover may , end fiflnll 
rellis (in coin or money order) for 
each coyer to the eamen's Church 
In titute of ::\ ew York Coycr 
Agency, 25 South Street, _ 'e\\' 

York. X. Y. Covers will he scr
viced for three new pa senger ships 
of the American South African 

FIVE ne\\' C-2 caro'o hip will be 
named a fter famous clippc:r ships 

of the past, and fir. t day covers will 
be serviced on their maiden voyages. 
The fir t of these vessels, the 
"Sur prise" was launched at unrise 
on September 27th from the Sun 
Shipbuilding & Drydock Company at 
Chester, Pellnsyh'ania, thereby 
starting the large t mass launching 
of merchant ship. ince the la t war. 
Four other hips will follow hortly. 
The e are the "Slag Hou1Id", 
"Lightning", "Sea Serpent" and 
(t Shooti1lg Star", all to be in the 
American Pioneer Line service, a 
subsidiary of the United States lines. 

Collectors will be pI ased with the 

Thus th~ Institute i, helping to 
keep physIcally fit the merchant 
l1larine personnel so essential iJoth 
to the commerce and defense of 
ci\'ilization . 

Line, which are no\\' nearing COIll
pletion. These are the Africa II 
C 011li't, / 1.{ricall 111 clear and African 
Plallet. Two new hips of the New 
York and Cuba Mail Steamship 
Company have been completed; 
these are the ACW! Monle and the 
A C TV! Prince. Orders will now be 
accepted on these ves els. In scncl
i ng order ' . please do not end elf
add res ed envelopes or domestic 
stamps, as they ca11not be used. 

Since all of the new ship are on 
long yoyages, collectors should not 
expect to receive their conr ' until 
the early part of January. 

The proceed on the ale of these 
co\'ers will be used by the In titute 
for it wei fare anel recreational 
work among merchant seamen a f all 
faiths and nationalities. 

The In ,titute has already erviced 
fi rst-da y covers for three new 
freighters of the United States 
Lines. the /J lIIi'ricall Builder, Alller
ican L('ader and Americall Press. 
Ord('l's for the A11lerirall Pa.rlwr 
'il,ill be arr(' pled. 

cachets on these ne\\' v sels. Each 
cover will bear a reproduction 0 f a 
painting of the original clipper 'hip 
for which the new . hip is named. 
The paintings will be by such well
known arti t. as Charle, Robert 
Patterson, Gordon Grant, etc. In 
addition, a rubber stamp "sea post" 
certificate will assure collectors that 
the covers were carried on the 
maiden voyage. Closing c1ate for 
orclers on the "Lightning" is >Jo\'em
ber 1st and for the "Surprise", 
l\ovember 15th. The other ships will 
follow in rapid succession and col
lectors are advised to send in their 
orders promptly. Covers are fi fteen 
cents each. 



tfl.o.olL 1Uwill.w.iL 
"FISHERMEN AT WAR" 

By Leo Walmsley 
Doubleday, Doran, $2.50 

To use the writer's own words, this 
book was written to .. how to what 
height of bravery and fortitude and elf-
ac r ificc and kindness men can rise". And 

the men he writes about are the British 
fishermen-fishermen at war, whose pres
ent tasks ca ll not only for fishing, their 
means of livelihood, but for mine sweep
ing and patrolling the waters of the 
North Sea in the face of great danger. 

The author, an air observer with the 
Royal Flying Corps in German Ea t 
A f rica during the last war, in order to 
gather his material, met and spoke and 
sailed with these men of the sea. He 
gives his readers a vivid account of his 
visits aboard a fishing boat, a mine 
sweeper and with the "Kipper Patrol", 
the flyers who guard the fi hing boats of 
England. He takes the reader from the 
deck of a mine sweeper to the shores of 
Dunkirk, and Mr. \Valmsley's chapter 
entitled "Dunkirk". the account of which 
was given by ClIrley--one of the sur
vivors who sailed back to England from 
that di saster on a barge--is a tale no one 
should miss. 

For a splendid first-hand account of 
the war at sea, thi s i. the book to read. 

L.R. 
IN THE MILL 

By John Masefield 
New Yor/(: The Uaell/ illall CO/lI/>au~l, 

$2.00. 
Thi is an unpretentious account of 

~ra efield's two years in a carpet mill in 
Yonkers. His recollection are all happy 
ones and he writes with g reat en thusiasm 
for both the work of the factory and the 
men with whom he worked. It might be 
said that his is a rather old-fashioned 
and comfortable concept of labor and its 
problems. The reviewer was particularly 
intere ted in his ear ly realizat ion of the 
value of books for seamen and read with 
interest his comment about the books he 
bought and turned over to the Seamen's 
Reading Room on \Ve t Street. .W.e. 

$.JuL CfJflbMJUQ. 
On Augu t 9th, omewhere on Ihe Allan· 

tic, off Ihe coast of Main e, an hislori c 
meelin g at sea took place between the 
President of the United Slates and the 
Prime Minisler of Creat Britain. The 
confererH'es were held aboard the British 
Bailie hip Prill ce of Wales and the U. S. 
crui ser Augusta. To quo Ie "LIFE" ma ga· 
zine " the leatlers of the Iwo great English· 
sp.eakin g demo cra cie met upon the clean, 
wrndy sea ... The Prime Mini tel' wear· 
ing the nondescript naval unifor:n * he 
always affects at sea, looked rather like 
a well·lo·do tugboat captain. The Presi· 
dent had on u light striped summer suit 

antl a floppy fell bat. For more thul) a 
hour the two statesmen talketl and smok 3 
on the sunlit deck." e 
. TI~e l:e ult ~ of this dramnLi~ . ea meet. 
rng IIldlcate IIlcreased re pOllSlbllities fo 
both American and Briti sh merchant Se r 
n.l en in "~arr~ing tb~ cargoes", an e"se~: 
IInI contJ'lbutron to 'the final destruction 
of the azi tyranny". 

·.-:r~le. uniform worn by ~~r . . Churchill is that 
of 1 I"ll1lty H~>use, an orgal~lza~lOn chartered b 
Henry VIII In t514 as a "Gulld, Fratern it}' oy 
Brotherhood of the ~lo t Glorious and Undi"id

r 

able Trinity of St. Clement." Duties: to erec~ 
and ~anagc c~ast ,lighthouses and buoys, oJ.l c.:ra te 
the pilot ~crVlce 111 harbors. ] n 1604 TlH:mht rs 
were tli"id .. d into Elder and Younger Brclhr n 
There are 13 Elder Brethren, IWO from thet Nov}" 
eleven from the ~Ierch a nt ).(arincj and 200 
Younger Brelhron, elected by the Elders. Tr inity 
H ouse 15 1l0W a corporatIon. Churchill is an 
Elder Brother. 

PLEASE HOLD THIS DATE 
Monday evening, ovember 17th 

is the date se t [or the Institute'b 
Annual Fall Theatre Benefit. We 
have been fortunate in securing the 
fir -t benefit performance after the 
opening of Shakespe:ue's "MAC· 
BETH", tarring Maurice Evan and 
Judith Antler on. The play will be 
on Broatlway for a limited engage· 
ment only. Please mark the date 
on your social calendar. Details 
regarding tickets will be sent you 
Ialer in October. 

HARRY FORSYTH, 
Chairman, WtlYS Oliff Mean s Committee 

PRISONER 
An elderly woman and a young gi rl 

came to the Insti tute inquiring about the 
girl's brother who had been torpedoed on 
a British ship and taken a pri oner of 
war. There happened to be standing 
nearby an oA'icer from a ship of the ame 
line who suggested that the two women 
might like to talk with the ch ief engineer 
who had been on the torpedoed ship but 
who had escaped in another li feboat and 
was then in the In titute. The women 
were delighted and invited the officer 
and the engineer to join them after the 
concert in the Briti sh roolll where she 
could hear further detail about her 
brother. 

To a shipmate lost at sea when the Belg ian 
freighter "Ville de Liege" was torpedoed 
and sunk. April 9, 1941. 

\ \ 'hat whim or prcmonition kept 111C 

safe a hore 
While he sailed forth on this, hi s 

la t long voyage home-: 
The sea gulls fly abO\'e his un

marked graye 
.ocl grant he lecp sercne bencath 

the waye. M.D.C. -

CfJ1um.!J1l4, 
I
.' celehrat ing C()1111l1hu~ I )a), the 
(lnly IIIcrch"l1t "caman i llr wh()1l1 

al1 . \meri can holiday (October 12th) 
i~ named, k t U~ think also o f the 
~l'aJ11Cn \I·h tl ct)Jl1pri cd hi s crl' IV: u£ 
Ctlur:,c th(;)' were super;,titi oth, fo r 
they were a product o f the times. 
\ few were Jl1utinoll, but the 

;najority werc courageous, ancl loyal 
to thcir inspired COlllmander. 1115tO
rie;, a llude t o " a ~ailor nat11L:cl 
Rodrigo de Traina" a one of 
Columbus" crew who first sighted 
the outlines of th e ~e\\' \\· orl el. 
Grace Clementinc Howes pays trib
ute to Rodrigo in the foll o \\'ing 
poem, which we rcprint from The 
::\' eIV York Times. 

"A Sailor Named Rodrigo" 
(Hi tories allude to "a sailor named 

Rodri go" as the one of Columb us'" rrew 
wlto tir.t ighteel Ille outlines of the ew 

oriel). 
~ight fall upon lire unknown sea where 

creep 
The gropin g caravel across tlle dark, 
Mutiny menacin g each ha ggard bark, 
Columbu prostrate in reluctant sleep, 
Then, with the dawn' first nwe of silver, 

leap 
Your words. pale wateller: "Land! to til e 

I eward! Land! 
Slrip rail to hip, men wake with 

shoutin g and 
•. alve Regina." wells along the deep. 
St ill down the years tIle ec·ho of tllat cry 
Wakes the wild yearnin g in th e hcar ts 

of mcn 
For undiscovered realms bcyond their 

kcn 
That lure the brave throu~h pathless 

"('1I and ~kv. 
Still glor iousiy live. and 11lImbly die, 
1.ike you, Ridrigo, tllOSC forgotten on.e. 
Who point horizons past the umeJlrng 

suns. 
Or hew the Irail acros earth's stern defy. 
Fame's first resource, the last if need 

depart; 
lert in peril, loyal past disgui e, 

The vcry sinew of all entl'rpri<;e 
Wi thout who e failh were neither road 

nor chart. 
Yet you alone, perchance, 0 lionlleart, 
Who first heheld my country's virginal 

fnre, 
Find here your name cn hrined witllin a 

!- paC'e, 
Rodrigo, sailor. rellf) stood tea/ell apart. 

CRACf: C t.E 'T E'T1'\ E HOWE !=< . 
(Reprillted from th e 7\'e ll' York Tim es. 

L--

Ortober 12. 19~I.) 

Tn qnot(' \ nclre rho TI('\'t'~Y. a 
Fn'11I.:h allt ho\". in hi~ hllnk "The 
J)i~C'(l\'ercr " : 

Statue of Columbus in Nassau. 
Plloto b)· .\ 1l1ric H iggill.<on 

,. ailors, even more than poets, 
write their hi torics in water; their 
mark is impermanent a' the trace 
of a ship" passing ... But the 
name of Columbus echoes aero 5 the 
ocean . He \\'a convinced that 
there \\'a~ a diyin c pur po. e impelling 
him toward a diyine fulfillment. Like 
a 111m1].; on a pilgrimage, he seized 
gratefully on all that might augment 
his po\ver or insure hi succe s. but 
in the prosccution of his ll1i sion he 
li\'ecl austere ancl humble. 

"ITe \Va " a man lIf pertinacity. 
yision and endurance; a man stuh
horn in hi ideal. anc! Im ',;tic in hi 
principles . The loye 0 [ ;\'ol11en and 
the motive o f 111l'n scem alike to 
have heen beyond hi s comprehen
sion: he was at home onl \, with the 
elements, and he returned 'r r0111 thcm 
to di e. broken. a hore . 

"While he livecl. h e hacl glory, 
honnr and po~iti()J] within hi: grasp. 
an<1 hefore h(; died. sawall faclc and 
di sappear. Btlt aiter death. greater 
glory, greater honor ancl rc p~ct 
came to his name than eyer he, hv
in~. COtll rl have hoped for." 

'X ext yCar the 450th annh"cr ,-ary 
of the <1i':;coycr\, of .\meri ca will he 
celehrate(l. . \' fi tt i n~ t rihtl te to 
Chri stopher Coll1mlms. the g n 'at 
. l':lm:Jll-nayigatrtr . \\'0111<1 he :t Jl l l'

morial room in the Sl'am l'I1" rJ1I1 rch 
Tll ... tittlt(' Ili • ('\\' Y(lrk \ 'hirh ~('f\'l''; 
tltllll'<lllCI, (Ii :,l'aml'l ,j ai l:-' ! 
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