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Amidst the howlings of the blastof the last snow -
atorm, L have hardly had time to epprise you of the.1n-
terestg circumstances of Saturday last, Feb, 1. On
that day there went to sea, from this porl, bound to
Canton, one of the finest ships that ever left this or any
other harbor in the world I reler to tlie ship of the
Messrs, Howland & Aspinwall, the Rainbow, Capt.
Lanu, More thin usual interest had been excited re~
speoting this vessel, even before she was launched.
hile on the sweks, she was considersd one of the
best models, jor salling, that had been seen in the Uni«
todl States. It nearly resembled, in that respect, the
Eupglish steamer, the CGireat Western,
The Rainbow had been launched only ten days, and
| although, ou the Thursday before her sailing, two hun-
dred days work was upparently to be done, yel such
was the despatch and promptitude of all her prepera-
| tons, that, by the help of rngers und others, by the
time she wis abreast of the light-house on Staten
| Island, she waa made ready for s, with her decks all

: ‘Mgvlsher merchants were on
| buard to test her quilities in sailing, and she more than
equulled their expectations, A sleambout took her 2
uniles from bier moorings, and then went off, being or-
dered to join her agiiz outside the Hook.

When full sail was put upon her, she secemed to
walk through the water as easily *as a maiden trip-
Pvlgﬁ it lightly by moonlight across the lawn.” Her
walte was no more ruffled than the eddy round the rud-
' der of a steamboat. She moved through the water es

if 1t was oil Having been cheered, on the way, by
groups of delighted spectators along most of the slips,
as she passed out of the East river, where she present-
ed a view of unequatled beauty, fine proportions, and
graceful molion, the brecze took her to the Efook,
round Romer Shoal, before a fast eailing Fremen brig,
wheh wits two miles ahead al ler sterling, with all
' suil set, had reached it, although the latier went by
’ “yhe wash,” as the pilot called it—a pasgage 5 milea

shorlar.
! It will be gratifying to you when I add that the ship
| was furnished, by the ownerg, with every comfort fe-
‘ the sailors, and, among other things, with an extens
sive religious library, of 200 volumes, and that ths
| Captain, one of the most exemplary and religious men
who sml out of this port, had given them to understand
that be should have for them on board morning and

EVENTIg prayer.
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