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TllI~GS happen so fast in the 
shippin cy world the e clays that 

T IlE L OOK OUT ought to he a daily 
publicat ion in tead o f a monthly, in 
urder to keep r eader ' up to dat e on 
the latest effecls o f the war on l\ew 
York' waterfront. It would be un
wi se to prophesy as t o what will 
happen nex t at sea, but as we go to 
press, the sinking of the Xetherland 
liner" imon Boli var", the S\\'edi sh 
vessel t·B. O . Borj es on" and the 
Briti sh steamer "B1ackhill " brings 
to a total of one hundred-fifty mer
chantmen to have gone down - by 
mine or torpedo-in the first· twelve 
weeks of the \Var. This repre ents 
over 600,000 tons, and a hunclred
fi fty is a good many ships. H ow 
many lives have gone with them it 
would probably be impo sible to 
compute. So it i, a war at sea, and 
to the u ual hazard of the sea ea
men must add the dangers o f cap
ture. torpedoing, and mines. It is 
a r eal war for the eamen who carry 
on the world' s commerce, not know
ing at what moment a mine may 
hlow their fi reroom into fl ames, or 
when the low conning tower looms 
suddenly on the gray hori zon and a 
curt command means taking to the 
boat and taking their chances with 
wi ncl and wave. 

The thought. of seafarers on the 
hi gh seas are turning to home and 
hear th ide. as Chri stmas Day ap
proache . . One , ailor writing to lVIrs. 
Roper from a foreign port, says : 
"I , hall be sOlll e\\'here in the ~ orth 
,\ tlantic dodgin g uhmarines on De
cemher 25th. Last Chl'i stmas I en
joyed a turkey dinner at the Insti
tute - what a contrast!" Another 
eaman. ju t a lacl. thanking l\1rs, 

Roper fo r the \\'oolen sweater and 
socks he had ju t gi"en him, said : 
"Yes. I 'm shi pping out. today , and 
whether I reach LiYerpool in time 
tu pend Chri stma' with Illy mother 
and fa ther is- \\'ell- in the lap of 
the gods. S 'long !" 

Here at the Insti tute there will be 
many hundreds of seafarer , mo t ly 
, \meri can citizen , tcmporarily 
beached. their ships tied up or fl y
ing other than American fl ags. At 
Hoffman I land, and at the other 
splendidly equipped Mari time Com
mi ssion t raining schools, eafarer 
will be taking a three months trai n
ing cour e to make them better ea
men when ,\meri can shi ps can ail 
the seas again. The WPA is pro
viding temporary employment for 
crews of ships withdrawn f rom ser
\' ice becau se of the Xeutrali ty Act. 

The In ,t itute , tand ready to meet 
the emergency. offering the Gov
ernment assistance in housing these 
seamen, and in providing recreation 
and vocational help. Also, we are 
continuing our service to the many 
ramen in the crews of neutral hips 

which still sail in the transatlant ic 
routes; and to the crews 0 f coast
wise ancl harbor ve sels. to tankers, 
fr eighters and barges . and finall y, 
to the crews of torpedoed ve sels. 
l\ t thi s t ime each vear t here i an 
influx of . eamen fro m the Great 
Lakes . looking for joh on the l\' ew 
Y ork waterfront fo r the 'Winter , 

I t look like a big job - but with 
the help of our loyal fr iencl s we face 
the challenge, confiden t that it i 
not too big - ancl we want to keep 
the doors of 25 South treet open 
wiele. wclcomin o' seafarer s of all 
nationalities anc! all creeds. 



~ (}JlJL ~ aL $RrL 
From every point of view the entrance 

of the liner President Roosevelt into 
the regular New York-Bermuda service 
is welcome news. This employment of 
an American-flag ship is as sound as 
the proposed transfer of other ships to 
the Panama flag was dubious. 

The first point to be noted is that the 
service llwolves no necessity for chang
ing the personnel of the ship. One 
chief objection to the foreign-flag plan 
was that it involved the wholesale dis
charge of American officers, seamen and 
stewards. Shore organization could have 
been maintained intact, to be sure, and 
that was something. But the seagOing 
personnel of a merchant marine is so 
slow to build and of such vital impor
tance to the national defense that a 
dispersion of this ruthless character 
would constitute a tragedy to the nation 
as well as to the unlucky crews in
volved. 

The second is, of course, that the ship 
remains under the American flag, 
where she is ready for instant service 
in the national defense. Whatever sub
terfuge for recall was conceived for 
the case of transfer to an alien regis
try, there was none that could be relied 

Note: Lookout Subscribers 
Why not send THE LOOKOUT as a 

Christmas gift? An attractive marine 
Christmas card will be mailed, along 
with the initial gift copy, in time to 
reach your friends on Christmas Eve, 
As a special gift to YOU, when you 
send in a dollar subscription, the Insti
tute will mail you a photographic 
reproduction of the square-rigger 
"Joseph Conrad", mounted on heavy 
white stock, size 8 liz by 11 inches, 
suitable fOl' framing, 

A Reminder-Before December 31 st 
The United States Government en

courages contributions to charitable, 
scientific, educational and philanthropic 
institutions by exempting from Fed
eral income taxation 15% of net in
come if given to the aforementioned 
institutions. Before 1939 draws to a 
close, send in your contributions to the 
Seamen's Church Institute of New 
York, 25 South Street. Such contribu
tions are, of course, tax-exempt. 

upon and none that did not violate at 
least the spirit of the law. 

We hope that the Bermuda example 
will be pursued with every energy by 
the Administration. There is a par
ticular appropriateness, of course, in 
the use of an American liner in this 
regular service to St. George's and 
Hamilton. Americans are devoted vis
itors to Bermuda, and, war or no war 
-perhaps espeCially with Europe cut 
off-there is certain to be no interrup
tion of traffic to this unique and de
lightful island. But there are other 
routes which, as the submarine t hreat 
cont inues, are likely to become open 
to American shipping if properly sup
ported at Washington. 

What we would insist upon is the 
urgent importance of preserving these 
ships and their personnel as active 
seagoing units available to the nation 
in case of need. Such service cannot 
be improvised. The nation would be 
dull indeed if, in a world at war, it 
permitted these vital aids to defense to 
rust at their docks and their crews 
to scatter to the four winds. 

-New Y ork H erald Tri bune, 
S",,,/a y. Nov. 19, 1989 

BJJJJk tRJwi.Jz.w 
FROM CRATE TO CLI PPER 
By Willi~m Stephen Grooch 

Longman's Green & Co. $2.00 
Thi s i the li fe and adventures of a 

great pioneer pilot, Eddie Musick. It is 
al 0 a saga o f the U. S. Air ~1ail Service 
to the other contincnts and Trans-oceanic 
Air- ~ra il ervice. It is written in an au
thcntic manner by another great pilot. 
This reviell'cr knew and worked with Ed 
11usick and Bill Grooch at the Aero
mari ne Plane and Motor Corporat ion in 
)Jew Jersey. The book tells of hi s prog
ress from clumsy crate to the big trans
atlan tic clippers, spanning the world's 
citics. In 1935, Captain ~fu ick was given 
thc H armon Trophy. He flew the giant 
Sikorsky -10 on a new route to Columbia 
and was the fir t to tour by air much of 
South Amel·ica. On January 9. 1938, his 
last trip in the Samoan Cli pper, he 
crashed in the seas o ff P ago P ago. Hi s 
hiogTapher reveals him to have been a 
couragcou and mode t man. a true Amer
ica n pioneer. 

H UBERT H U)J'TI TGT OX, 
Av igation Instructor , ~rerch a n t 
~ra rine School. Seamcn's Church 

Insti tute of New York. 
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rrflJnR., CaL ]alIl4~ 
WE believe t hat L OO KOUT readers 

\\·i il be interested in the career 
of Cul1ec T il/l e, a shi p' :; mascot [or 
the C i'aee Lines. Colree Ti l/l c has 
Sl' \'('ral br ll t h ~' r s and "i:;tcrs : Full 
Time. P art Time. and Time and a 
lTal f. The\' are all kitten:; of O \'er
time. F or ":;0111e \'ears Co[fec T il/l e 
has heen a regl1lai· tran'ler on Gracc 
I.ine ship,;. changing h(:r all g iancc 
f rom ship tu ship CJuite shamelessly. 
O rig inally 'h > belonged to the Sail/ a 
~lc lla bl1 t according to H,oberr 
Wi lde r o f Tn E Su x. \\'ho got the 
·tory irolll Julia Hogan. (lne of the 
pn ·tty waitre:;se:i aboa rcl the [i1 '- lI lt , 
CoiTl'(, T il/l<' went ashore at Cn stoba l 
and jUlllped ·hip . _\ few clay ,; later 
the Sa il /a Jiaria anchored at Cri sto
bal and there was t hat seagoing cat, 
wai ting on the cl ock. ' he immediate
ly recogni z d the .H aria as one of 
the ship.~ () f the Line and so walked 
aboard and promptl y went to sleep 
on a di\'an. \\ 'hen the .l!aria ar
ri\'ed in Xew Y ork there was a fi ne 
a rgulllent goi ng on among the 
wa itresses and crew o f the Elelllt 

5.5. CITY OF NORFOLK - These cats and 
dogs are too young to know they're natural 
enemies, so there is peace so far among the 
ship's pets, shown here with Quartermasters 
John Westley and Harry Wyer. The fat 
white pup is only two weeks old ~nd evi
dently hasn't qot his sea leqs. The kittens 
were presented to the ship by a re.t~urant 
in San Pedro. -COllrtesy, Vllitcd States UII" 

"Coffee Time" -Cfl lO'Il'SY, Graef.' 1';1/(', 

anel .1iaria, each claiming that Coffee 
T illl c belonged to them. O ne fact ion 
wa:; fo r keeping the ca t and let tlng 
the sh ip go hang. O ther ' thought 
that the un Iv fai r \\'a\' to sett le the 
problem was to put tli e cat het \\'een 
the t\\·o ship:; and let her take her 
ch o ice . Thi s see m e d e qui ta hl e 
enough until S0111 eone remcmbered 
that ' (lne vessel docked at H.ector 
. t reet an d the mher at F ourteenth 
Street, and that's a long swim for 
even llch a mart cat as Coffee 
TiIlI C. . \ 5 we go to press. no .olu
ti on (J f the problem has becn reached. 

From n. .. another cat lover, we 
gi \'C you the foll owing reminiscences 
o f .\l1nc. a ship's cat with a per
sonalit \' : "Black as the ace of spades 
was :11e. and with a di !;position shot 
full o f fi ght and sheer cll ssec1n C' s . 
IT er mot her I had known for several 
\'Cars on Pi er 42, X orth Ri\'er. J 
acquired Anne at the tender age of 

(Co llti ll ll cd all Panc 12 ) 
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Sa iI Versus Stea m. 
-COtlytcS)', Paramo""t Pictures . 

P \I~ . \:-IOU:\T new picture 
"H.uler of the cas", directed by 

Frank Lloyd, has received wide ac
claim by critic and audiences for its 
dramatic portrayal of the rivalry be
tween sa il and team. ;..Jot long ago 
we :at in 0 11 a di ' cu ' ion with a 
group 0 [ seamen and officers in the 
In titute and listened to that old 
mari time contro\'ersy being aired as 
to whi ch was the fir . t stealll.·hip to 
cross the ,\tlan tic. Although }Iari
time Day OIay 22nd) commemo
rates the voyage of the steamship 
Sm'O/lI/ah across the Atlantic . we 
learned that the steamship Great 
TVesterll. RO'j'al William and Sirius 
were also nienti on d a de. erving 
the distinction of having heen '·the 
first steamship to cross the Atlantic". 

This ubj ect has been revived 
from time to time. there being much 
difference of opini on as to the .9a-
7/a llllah's claim to priority . The 
point seems to be : which vessel 
crossed the Atlantic all the 'Wav 
under steam? Those who contend 
that the Sirius holds this distinction. 
explain that the S07'alllla1l had to use 

sai l a part of the way when the shaft 
broke down. wherea ' the Sirius in 
1838 steamed the entire \ya\, under 
power, burning 450 tons o( coal on 
the trip . (It is the historic yoyage 
of the Sirius which ha been so ef 
fecti\'ely dramatized in I aralllount's 
new picture.) The Creat Western 
arrived in New York harbor "at 
about the ame time" as the Sirius, 
according to contemporary reports, 
ha\'ing also travelled all the way 
from England under steam. Great 
wa' the excitement in :;..Jew York 
when the two steamers arrived in a 
den. e black cloud of smoke, 

;..J evertheless, no one would want 
to take credit away from Captain 
l\1oses Rogers. skipper 0 f the Steam-
hip Savanllah. She left for Liver

p 01 011 lay 22nd, I, 19, but her de
parture was delayed by the "axcer
dental death of seaman John \ \'eston 
who comi ng on board from the 
shore fell off the plank and \\'a 
clrO\\'lled." A further delay was 
caused lw the desire not to start the 
\,oyage oil Frida\·. Finall\' , on }lon
da)·. 'May 24th. -Captain ]~oger re
corded in hi s log: "Got uncler way 
off Tybee lig-hthouse (Georgia) and 
put to sea with steam and sai l at 

' 6 .\.}f." On June 17th the Sm'all1lOh 
\\'a een from the semaphore sta
tion at Cape Clear. Ireland, and 
reported as a ship on nre . A mall 
cult er was sent out to aid the ship 
"in cli.-tre;;s" but could not catch up 
with the steamer. The next day's 
entry in the ship 's log- \\'as : ":;[0 

coal to get up team." The ship had 
to get a new supply of coal at Kin-
3ale. and finally steamed to Liyerpool. 
The \' yage had taken 29 clay ancl 11 
hour ' from Savannah. Captain 
Rog'ers' brother , Steven. had been 
sailing master during the periods 
when it was necessan' to use sail s. 
:-Ioses H.ogers stated that the team 
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Pict ou, 1\ ova Scotia, 
on • \ ugu ·t 18, 1833, 
and reached Gravesend 
in 25 days, Her cap
tain, J aIm :-IcDougall, 
pointed out that "she 
is justly entitled to be 
cOllsiderc{1 the 11rst 
steamer that crosses 
the ,\tlantic by steam, 
\\·hile the Sa'uallllah, 
an _ \merican steam
ship which crossed in 
1822 to Liverpool, 
'ailed the most part 

George Bancroft and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr . of the way." Accord-
in "Ruler of the Seas". in o- to David Budlong 

-CollrtcS)', Paramo,wl Pic/",·cs. T~ler, .a~=l hi storian <-

was ll sed 180 clays. On the return who ha ' recently completed a book 
trip from ,' orway (whence H.ogers "'team Conquers the tlantic" t:&.-' 
went to interest the King 0 f Sweclen ",\.pplc.ton-Centl.1 ry Company) Cap
to pnrchase the ves el ) she took 40 tain IcDougall failed to mention 
days to sail back to Savannah, and that in hi log he stated that the 
used her engine only as she entered Royal TVilliall1 "was detained about 
the month of the Savannah River, every four days." This meant that 
"because of the high cost of coal the fires had to be put out for 24 
abroad," hours while the boiler were cleaned 

The last chapter in the history of of alt deposit . But the ship 
the SavaJ/lwl! is a sad one, The ploughed ahead under canvas during 
U. S. Goyernment decided not to these periods, 
purchase her. One Washington So this leads us to the race be
newspaper commented: "her engine tween the Sirills and the Great 
does not detl'act from her sailing Westerll. I-listo),), records that the 
qualitie ." It was t rue that sailing Sirius won the race by about 12 
ships made horter transatlantic hours, but the Great f,Vestel'n made 
cro , ings. In 1820 the Savannah the fa ter crossing. She took 15 
ran into bad luck-a severe damage day from Bristol while the Sirius 
by fire and an epidemic of yellow to~k 18 days from Cork to )lew 
fever. She finally was sold. Cap- York 
tain Rogers spent his 
days as captain of a 
ri vel' steamer. The 
,\llaire Works of Tew 
York boug-ht the en
gine for $1.600 and 
the ship became a 
coastwise sailing- ship : 
she foundered off 
:-lori ches, Long- Island 
in ;\O\'ember. 1821. 

Adherents of the 
belief that the Royal 
William made the first 
transatlantic crossing 
claim that she left 
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Wintry Winds Outside; Friendship and Warmth Inside. 
- -Photo b.\' L '! ro:y Gail'S. 

The Friendly 
Doorway 

TH E Institute wi 'hes to serve nearly 1,500 dinners on Christmas to merchant 
seamcn of c:'ery race and creed. They will be temporarily ashore and out of j ob~ 

and .funds .. O.Wlllg to unsettled hipping conditions due to the war. It al 'o hope to 
obtam s.ufflClent. funds to fill 1,500 ditty bags fur sick and convalescent seamen in 
the marine hospItals on Staten and Ellis Island . 

A ditty ba~ contains, in addition to a cheery holiday card, black and white 
thre~d, two paIrs of cotton socks, needles . safety pins, tooth bru-h and paste, 
shanng cream , razor and blades. shoe trings. handkerchief, comb, adhesive tape 
and ga~lz~ bandaaing - the total cost of filling one bag. if the items are purchased 
at retad IS $1.50. The In titute can purchase the items whole ·ale. in quantity, jor 
$1.09. :'Iultiply thi by the 1,500 bags needed and the total cost is $1.635. 

Will readers of THE LOOI{OUT 
I)ayable to the Seamen's Church 
to 25 South Street, New York 

The Bright Star in a Dark Sky-A 

Comfort Baqs Being Filled for Christmas 
-Photo b:y Jlaric i -lig[}iusolf. 

.\ turke\' dinner. with tuffind. cranberry . turnip . mashed potatoes, pumpkin 
or mince pic' and wffec. and cigarettes. costs the In stitute $.75. MUltiply this by 
1 500 the cost is l.125 . . \dd thi,; to the $1.635. and it ,,·ill be een that a total 
of $2.760. is needed for Christmas. 

H 276 people each contributed 10.00 to the In stitute's Holiday Fund, the 
problem would he happily soh·ed. If 2.760 people e~ch gal'e $ 1..00 the problem 
would also be solvecl. ff the money is not forthcol1l1ng, there w~ll have ~o be a 
"blackout" o f 'OJ11C of the friendly, welcoming lights in the InstItute's \~ll1dows. 
The last thin o' we want to do is to have to turn away eafarers on thIS time
honored holiday because of lack of funds . 

d contributions, making checks 
tute of New York, and mailing 

marked HOLIDAY FUND. 

for Seafarers on Christmas Day. 



CIHVl.tlrl :ri6/UJJlJj- in.. £L 
'Yl.tuo OJlJti.uJuL 

~ ot ]aIJuL JJIL B.o.okL and tJ.uJ.h.tnL 
By Anne W. Conrow, Librarian 

IJGRIi\G the five years since the 
opening of the Conrad Library 

we have been struck by the keen in
terest in good book and outstand
ing authors expre ' d by many of 
the seamen. To stimulate this inter
est we have planned for this winter 
a eries of BOOK TALKS. The 
fir t of thcse talk. was held on 
\Vednesday evening, November 15th 
ancl wa. a grati (ying success. Mrs. 
Elizabeth i\ichols of the New York 
Public Library started us off with 
a \"ery delightful talk on some con
temporary Amcrican writers of fic
tion. She discus.eel four types of 
fiction: the "regional novel" as ex
emplified by Zane Grey's popular 
"\Yesterns", the "sociological nov
el" , with empha is on Steinbeck's 
"The Grapes of \N'rath", the "his
torical novel" such as tho e of ·Ken
neth Robelis, and "tall-tales", those 
peculiarly American yarn of which 
Stephen Vincent Benet's "The Devil 
and Daniel \ Vebster" is a good ex
ample. It was really a delight to 
watch the seamen's faces as she 
talked. They participated ill some 
lively discussion and from their en
thusia m we are encouraged to go 
on with the proo-ram. 

The next speaker, scheduled for 
December 7th, is Captain George 
Grant of the United Fruit Companv 
who has very graciously consentecl 
to spare us an evening from his busv 
life to talk on his own books ancl 
about one which he i writing now. 
Understanding ships and the sca, 
Captain Grant writes with the au
thentic touch which seamen rcaders 
so often find lacking in the sea yarn 
of landlubbers. 

On January 10th we plan to hear 
l\Ir. William i-IcFee whose name i ' 
known to the entire reading public. 
He, too, write from a first hand 
knowledge 0 ( the sea, having bcen 
for many years Chief Eno-ineer 
with the United Fruit Company. 
In addition to hi many books 1\1r. 
McFee has increa ed his public in 
recent year by a series of thought
provoking articles which appcared 
in the ?\lEW YORK SUN. 

For our Febr uary talk we are to 
draw from the rank of artists. Mr. 
Charle Robert Patterson, whose 
beallti ful painting of the "Torren " 
hang over the Librarian's dcsk, will 
take as hi subject "Down to the 
Sea in Books". This promises to be 
an entertaining voyage! 

\Vc hope to have onc talk at lea. t 
on thc books which deal \"ith the 
political situation in Europe - all 
of which are much in demand. 
\ Yhich bring us to our present 
greatest need. The new edition of 
"Jane's Fighting Ships", the bc t 
known annual survey of naval hips, 
has rccently been issued. Ralph '''. 
Barnes of the NEW YORK HERALD 
TRIB1.·KE say of this "Always an 
abo orbing tudy for persons inter
sted in naval .\ffair , 'Janc's Fight

ing Ships' for 1939 is litcrally ex
citing." La t year some generous 
friend of the Conrad I ibrary pre
sented us with the 1938 edition. It 
has becn onc of the most u eel books 
in the library, particularl, incc the 
war's outbreak. May we hope that 
some LOOKOUT reader wi 11 make 
possible the purchasc of this new 
edition? We can buy it at $17.50. 
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A BId ' K, sunny clay grccted the 
eager merchant seamen who cel

ebratcd Thanksgiving on ~ ew 
York's watcd ront by eating hcart
ily of a bOl1nti r ul turkcy dinner at 
the Seamen's Church Institute of 
~ cw York. There was a genuine 
spirit of thankfulness, in spite of 
the prospects of a hard wintcr. 
l\Iany eafarcrs felt that if ,\merica 
can keep out of war, even at the ex
pense of thc mcrchant marine it ",as 
worth the sacrificc. Othcr. were 
willing to sail "in any ship any
where" . and take the ri k. rather 
than be unemployed. But they were 
a mo ·t apprcciative group of men, 
and spoke enthusiasticalh· of thc de
licious dinner'. the inspi;'ing Chapel 

scrvice, the fine mu ic provided by 
the WP.-\ Federal ~Iusic Project 
concert band, the amu ing moying 
picture "lloneYl1100n in Bali", 
shuwn in the .\l1{\itoriul1l. and the 
smokcs and cio'arctles given Ollt 
aftcr the dinner by Mrs. H.oper, 
i\lrs. Kclley and other women who 
had volunteered their scrvices. .\\1 
thi hospitality (1,148 meal were 
served) was made po ible by the 
generous O'ifts ot fricnd who sup
I)Ort the HOLIDAY FUND. So, 
although many seamen were far 
from home, they were not lonely or 
forgotten on Thanksgiving Day. for 
thouo-htful lanel folk had remE:lll
ber<~d to share the holiday with 
them. 

Caplain.. }fllix.. tRiRMm1J~ 
T1 IE recent death of Captain Felix wa. revicwcd la t month. Captain 

H.ie enbcrg takcs from the water- l~icsenbcrg was a great lover 0 f 
front one of the most colorful fig- ,ail and bclievcd that training in 
ure in the shipping world. He was sailing hips wa cntirely practica.l, 
a good friend to many eamen and and it wa largely bccau e of hIS 
was always actively intcrested in the advicc that the U. S. Maritime Com
Seamcn'. Church In~titute of ?\lew mis. ion acquired thc quare-rigged 
York. In our Conrad Library aI- ship" Joseph Conrad" for just such 
1110 t all of his books, autographed training. 
by him, are frequently in lise. His He is the second well-known sea 
career on the sea datcd back to 1896, captain to die this 1110nth, the otb r 
when he served before the ma t. In bcing Captain .\. E. Gover,. who 
190(), he was a mcmbcr of the \ Vell- had cOlllJ11andcclmany square-ngged 
man polar cxpeel ition and later be ships. .\ litting epitaph for both 
was the navigator of the airship, Captain Gover and Captain Riesen
:\merica, when the fir t attempt was bcrO' was pcnned by another deep
macle to reach the Xorth Pole by air. water sailor, Captain Arthur Irvine; 
During thc \\Torlel \\Tar he was a '·Eio·ht bell! .\ shipmaster passes 
lieutenant-co11111lan(ler in the U. S . on. One of our breed ha slipped his 
~a\'al Reservc ane! commanded the moorillfrs. Down off Cape Horn the 
Xcw York State school hip "~ew- grcat an)atros \\'ill fly a little lowcr 
port." in memory of his name. Back the 

Hi. first book. " ncler Sail" i main yard! Stand by! Ease away! 
still wielelv reacl anel hi "Stanclard A shipmate loved and respectcd by 
Sealllansh;p for the ::'Irerchant Ser- all has cro scd thc har ." Captain 
vice" is a recognized textbook. This Riesenherg's ashes will be scattered 
was followed hy many novel , which at sea bv former shipmates of hi 
have been reviewed in THE LOOK- who trained with him on the old 
OUT. His last book. "Cape Horn" . chool hip" t. ::'IIary". 
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EDITOR'S Xon: : On Octobcr 7th ~frs. 
I sabel ~lanning He\\·son. news cOlllmen
tator on thc Sheffield Farm Company 
prugram U\'cr tatiull \ VE. \F. Natillnal 
Broadcasting Company, intervic\\'cd the 
Superintendent of the Seamen's Church 
In;;titute of ):cw York. thc Rc\·. Harold 
H. Kelley. Following arc excerpts from 
thi raclio intcn·ie\\,. 

MRS. HEWSON 

O \,E misty, foggy day la t week, 
I \rcnt clown to the \\'aterf rom 

to the heart 0 ( ~ ew York to a spot 
where over a hundred year ago the 
first sailor who ought refuge ill 
thi · harbor f oUlld shelter.- Today. 
10-+ years later-e\'ery hungry, cold 
seaman \\'ho kn cks at this door is 
takcn in- and three weeks ago men 
who came from ships bombed in 
the present \\'orld war were clothed 
and feci there. 

I went to a "'reat square building 
lhat flies a signal all seafarer~ rec()g
nize- three flags \\'hich spell QL-'::F 
in the international code. The way 
these flags are arranged togcthe'r 
spell one word-welcome-welcome 
to any seaman from any port on 
earth. 

Twenl\'-five South treet is the 
address -of this building. It' s the 
Seamen's Church Institute - the 
largest in . titution for merchant . ea
men in the \\'orld. 1 \\'ent there to 
ce the Reverend Harold H. Kelley, 

the superintendent and to talk to 
some of the crew of the torpedoed 
British freighter Ka/iris/all- and be
cause I think that you'll be a. in
lere ted as I \\'as iil hearing about 
what happens to these cre\\' '-ancl 
who takes care 0 f them. J've asked 
the man who has charge of it all to 
C0111e here today to tell you-Rev. 
Harold H. Kelley of the Scamen's 
Church Institute, 'whom it is now mv 
plea 'nre to present. 0 

MR . KELLEY 

Thank YOU :\11'5, Hewson-Yes I 
can tell }'our audience about the 

ere\\' of the Ka/iris/all and about a 
lot of other ere\\' too, becau 'e tak
ing care of thel11 is one of our jobs. 

Yuu 'aw the ":Ioppe" chest the 
ot her da \' \\' here the seamen are 
outfitted ;vilh clothes. 

MRS. HEWSON 

Yes I certainly did- it had e\'er)'
thing in the world in it- almo: t. I 
n 'ver saw so many hats and shoe' 
and coats- and razor'. \ \ 'hy you 
Illust buy razors like I buy paper 
clips . . \nd the name " sloppe chest'·. 
\\'ell- when I \\'<1 ' fir tasked if I'd 
like 10 see it. I didn't know just 
what L was getting into. 

MR, KELLEY 

You kno" what the name means. 
of course? 

MRS. HEWSON 

Oh. yes, no\\' I do-it means 
pantaloons! 

MR. KELLEY 

That" right,- ' loppe is a good 
medieyal English word \\'hich orig
inally meant pantaloons- and the 
na11tical expression "sloppe" chest 
means a placc where clothing is kept. 

MRS. HEWSON 

Did YOll outfit the British crcws 
rescued' from the Ka/iris/al/ from 
the . loppe chest? 

MR. KELLEY 

Oh YCS ... with underwear and 
things 'like that but the British Con
sul ga\'e eyery mall shoes and a new 
suit of clothes. J)OIl't \'Oll remem
her the 2nd mate of the Ka/iris/aJi. 
T ollll Puncheon. in his new suit) 
He had just select d it the day you 
came down, and was wearing it. 

MRS, HEWSON 

I'll ncver forget it ... I hould 
think you'cl have been afraid that 
ome ~ f t he I ri sh coP ' in to\\'I1 

would have taken it from him. It 
was such a 100'ely areel1, 
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MR. KELLEY 
\ Veil we were a bit discouraged 

when he showed up in it the day 
we took the crew from the Kafir
istan out to see thc \Vorld' Fair. 

MRS, HEWSON 
How did they like it? 

MR. KELLEY 
\ Ve couldn't O'et them away. They 

in isted on seeing everything-and 
we couldn't keep that gang together 
- 0 we let them go their own way 
and they straggled back to us-one 
by Ol1e.- Your friend John Pun
cheon was walking 'round out there 
f or nine hours-and the next day 
he couldn't walk at all. 

MRS, HEWSON 
The next day was the day I saw 

him. He told me-he didn't feel 
much like going 'round anywhere. 

MR. KELLEY 
Did he talk to you ?- we couldn't 

aet very much out of him. t> 

MRS. HEWSON 
\Vell I didn't have such an easy 

time either-but I kiddcd along with 
him for a while and he got inter
e' ted in what we \\'ere talking obout 
- and before he knew it he opened 
up. And do you know, M1'. Kell.ey, 
he was one of the 1110st interestl11g 
men I've ever met in my whole life. 
\ \ hy that man was bombed twice. , . 

MR. KELLEY 
Realh' ? Look here no\\'-you're 

turnin aO the tables 011 me, I came 
<'> f here to tell you about the crew 0 

the bombed Kafirista71 and you're 
c1oublillO' up on l11e' 

MRS, HEWSON 

eriou Iy, though. 1\11'. Kclley . 
T ohn Puncheon was bombed twice. 
it's quite a story. 

MR. KELLEY 
\Vell. tell me abol1t it. 

MRS. HEWSON 

You know. Mr. Kellc\·. I call that 
wiry, bony, little Englishman . with 
those steady, blue eye -the man 

who came back. You see-back in 
1916 during the World War, as 
John' Puncheon told it to me, he was 
a lad of 22-a seaman aboard the 
British carO'o yessel Sprillgwell. 
She was torpedoed in the Medi~er
ranean by a German submanne. 
Puncheon took to the life boats with 
the rest of the crew and was saved. 

Then three weeks ago t0l110row-
23 years later-J 01111 Puncheon \\'as 
aboard the Kafiristan. He was s.ec
ond mute, He told me he wa Iymg 
on his bunk, just "dozin'-off", (as 
he expres ed it) when he heard the 
crack of a gun. He collected a life 
belt and rushed on deck to look once 
more on a German submarine
"you know what I thought", he 
said, "war-war again." 

Of course, we all know that J 01111 
Puncheon e caped in a life boat and 
was brouO'ht back to New York on 

b . F the steamship Amencan anneI'. 
I asked him if he was able to 

collect any of his belongings before 
he got into the Ii fe boat. 
"~o ma'am", he said-"only what 

I stood in-and this"-drawing 
from his pocket a weather beaten 
little case. "Pictures-my babies and 
my wi [e." He handed it to me. 

"\Vhere are they now?" I a ked 
him. 

"In Englund", he answered, "my 
oldest boy has been evacuat.ed-~he 
other two children are stIlI WIth 
their mother." "Do they know 
you're alright?" "Oh yes the com
pany told them", he answered, 

"\\'hat do you think about going 
back ?"-I said. "are yOll afraid?" 

.,\ "hat's there to fear" snapped 
John Puncheon-and he snapped it 
- and I O'ot a kick o'ut of the way 
he snapp~d it. Then he went on
"1 \\'as four years in the last war 
and on Iv torpedoed once. why hould 
I won~v now-It's all luck- ancl 
luck ric!e with me." ( .\nc1 you 
know. Ir. Kellc\·. when I went 
down (0 . ee YOll again yesterday 
and you told Ille that J olm Puncheon 
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had gone back-back to face the 
menace 0 f anot her torpedo, I 
c.ouldn 't .l~elp thinking of that wiry 
httle Bntlsher's woruS-"JUC!i: nde ' 
with me" ). 

MR. KELLEY 
That's quite a story, Mr' . Hcw

son. 
MRS. HEWSON 

I thought so-but e\'erybody's 
got a story-just think of the storics 
behind the mcn that go in and out 
of your building cvery day-from 
every nation-it'· a wonderf ul work 
you 're doing, 1\1r. Kelley, helping 
all tho e men and I appreciate very 
llluch your coming here today. 

MR. KELLEY 
. I cnjoyed coming here and I'd 

lIke to say to your radio audience 
before I leave that if any o[ you 
ha\'c any sweate rs or coat or 5uit 
that your husband or father or 
brother can't u e-\\'e'd appreciate 
a lot your sending thcm to us. 
They'll come in mighty handy for 
those ai lormen that land here and 
need them, ancl you'll be helping us 
to help them. 

MRS. HEWSON 
That' a grand idea, Mr. Kelley, 

and I hope a lot of people are going 
to end you thing ' . 

A Sailor Receives a Sweater 
fo r a Christmas G ift. 

rrl.ott. CaL Ja.ki. 
(ColllillllCd /1'011/ Page 3) 

fOllr weeks and took her to sca 
\\'ith me. Cats never get seasick, as 
dogs clo, and she stayed with me 
several \·o?ages. " 'hen Illy ship was 
laId up, r tound her a home ashore. 
,\nd when 1 went to sea again on 
another hner, I certainl\' mi ' 'ed 
,\ llne, for ' he bestowed on me an 
affection, no matter how mall that 
a sailorman craves. Yes, funny'little 
black beggar that he was, she was 
always glad to 'ee me whcn 1 came 
to 111)' cabin after a watch. I u ed 
to try to keep her on the cabin floor 
at night, yet aftcr a week of defeat 
I gave up trying. For shc preferred 
to curl up on the bunk besidc me 
where it was warm and I just had to 
let her. My bunk wa at least three 
feet from the cabin floor. r\ che t 
of drawers underneath caused a 
flush side. Yet I forgot that the 
drawers afforded crevice into which 
a little claw might be slipped, L\nd 
that was how l \ nne defeated mc. 
For she would stand on her wobblv 
hind legs - get a claw into a cre,:
ice - pull herself lip onto the 
drawer handles and be r ore he 
should fall , would reach over and 
claw into the covering of the ettee, 
~wing over, pull.herself up and jump 
trom the settC'e mto the bunk. How 
at the aae of five weeks she had 
figured it all out, I don't know. 
Later I came to love a kittC'n called 
Tikey. She was a cle\'er as • \ nne 
but shc lacked j\ nne's devilish di::;
po ition (if he couldn't have her 
own way, well, she fought) and 
Anne' pa sing across 111V horizon is 
etched as clearly a a cal;leo." 

The In titute's Cat of the l\Ioment 
is nameless but is the particular pet 
of the hotel desk staff. Thev fear 
the cat will get sea-fever an'd will 
. hip Ollt. But the u. ual winter 
tic-up i~l , hipping, in addition to the 
llnccrtalllty because of the war, may 
be factors which will make the cat 
settle down at 25 South Street for 
the duration of the winter. 
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The Institute' s Cha pe l Decorated for Christmas 

SUMMARY OF SERVICES TO MERCHANT SEAMEN 

BY THE 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK 
FROM JANUARY I TO NOVEMBER I, 1939 

229,708 
77,941 

564,580 
174,998 

20,806 
11,699 

11 ,724 

37,004 
8,798 
4,252 

56,234 
3,931 
2,040 

67,493 

3,408 
218 

1,007 
$272,879. 

18,655 
10,507 

1,669 

I.odging. ( including relief beds) 
Piece:; 0 [ Baggage handled . 
Salt's at LUllchl'onelte ane! Re"tauranl. 
. 'ak,; ;\l :\ C\\· Stanc!. 
I)atrunized Barber, Tailllr and I.Olundr)" 
.\tlendcd 530 ReJigiou::; Servicc,; at lnstitut e, U . ' . :\Iarine 

ll(),;pital and 1 I ottman bland . 
Cadets and Seaml'n attended 949 r ,ect tIres 111 :\ lerclmnt 

;'farim· .'ch.)/)l: 1,595 :-tl1e!ClllS enrllllcd. 
Social Sen'ice I nterl·iew:. 
l{elicf I.oan ' . 
I ncli\'iclual Seamcn recei\'C e! Hclief. 
;. r agazinc eli ' trihuted. 
I'iecl':; IIf l'lothing' ane! 407 knitted article;; distributed. 
Treated in Dental. 1 ~ I ' c. Ear-:\/):e-Throat anc! ;'1 eclical 

Clinic~. ' 
,\tl 'ne!ec! 153 entertainment, moving picture, athletic ac-

ti\'ities, concerts and lectures . 
\ tll'ndance ill . \ pprentice " Roolll. 

:\ I i"sing Seamcn found. 
I Db:- ~l'cl1r('d for Seamen. 
'J)C]lu"ilee! by 4,182 Seamen for :afe-keeping. 
\ttendanct' in Conrad I.ihrarv: 2,163 bo()k: di,;tribu tl'd. 

Teleph()ne ·untacl. with. ('arnen. 
\ ' i"ib til :hip~ I)y Itbtitute r(']lrl'~elllati\'cs . 
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